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CALENDAR
Dates and times listed are subject to change. Please contact College
closer to date of event for updated information.
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12
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19
19

20

20
22
30-Feb.3
Feb. 5-10

23
25
26
26
29
30

Basketball (W) at Marietta, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball (M), Marietta, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball (W), Mt. Union, 2 p.m.
Basketball (M) at Mt. Union, 7:30 p.m.
Aminah Robinson Art Exhibit, Dunlap Gallery,
Battelle Fine Arts Center
Basketball (W) at Heidelberg, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball (M), Heidelberg, 7:30 p.m.
Artist Series presents “Winter Solstice Gwcert,”
Cowan Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball (W), Baldwin-Wallace, 2 p.m.
Basketball (M) at Baldwin-Wallace, 7:30 p.m.
Dance Concert/Workshop, Cowan Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball (W) at Ohio Northern, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball (M), Ohio Northern, 7:30 p.m.
Faculty Recital Series: Lyle Barkhymer, clarinet,
Battelle Fine Arts Center, 8 p.m.
Basketball (W), Capital, 2 p.m.
Basketball (M) at Capital, 7:30 p.m.
Ohio Private College International Conductors
Association Honor Orchestra and Otterbein
College Wind Ensemble, Battelle Fine Arts
Center, 8 p.m.
Ohio Private Gillege International Conductors
Association Honor Band and Otterbein College
Concert Band and Otterbein College Concert
Band, Cowan Hall, 3 p.m.
Early Music Ensemble, Battelle Fine Arts Center,
7 p.m.
Basketball (W) at Hiram, 7:30 p.m.
Otterbein College Theatre presents “Good,”
Campus Center Arena Theatre, 7:30 p.m. opening
night, 2 p.m. Sunday matinees, 8 p.m. all other
performances (8 p.m. performance in addition to
matinee on Feb. 3)
Basketball (M), Hiram, 7:30 p.m.
Jazz Lab Band, Battelle Fine Arts Center, 8 p.m.
Basketball (W), John Carroll, 2 p.m.
Basketball (M) at John Carroll, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball (W), Marietta, 7:30 p.m
Basketball (M) at Marietta, 7:30 p.m.

1 Faculty Recital Series: Members of Otterbein’s
Voice Faculty, Battelle Fine Arts Center, 8 p.m.
2 Basketball (W) at Mt. Union, 2 p.m.
2 Basketball (M), Mt. Union, 7:30 p.m.
5 Basketball (W), Ohio Northern, 7:30 p.m.
6 Basketball (M) at Ohio Northern, 7:30 p.m.
9 Basketball (W) at Baldwin-Wallace, 2 p.m.
9 Basketball (M), Baldwin-Wallace, 7:30 p.m.
11- International Art Exhibition, Dunlap Gallery,
Mar. 20 Battelle Fine Arts Center
12 Basketball (W), Heidelberg, 7:30 p.m.
13 Basketball (M) at Heidelberg, 7:30 p.m.
16 Basketball (W) at Muskingum, 2 p.m.

Feb.

16
16
18-23
18-23
22- 24

Mar.

Basketball (M), Muskingum, 7:30 p.m.
Westerville Civic Symphony, Cowan Hall, 8 p.m
Basketball (M), OAC Tournament
Basketball (W), OAC Tournament
Opera Theatre, Battelle Fine Arts Center, 8 p.m.;
Sunday matinee 2 p.m.

2 Otterbein Chorale, Battelle Fine Arts Center, 8 p
3 Women’s Chamber Singers and Otterbein
Kindercbor, Battelle Fine Arts Center, 7 p.m.
6 Tennis (W), Exhibition, 3 p.m.
9 Concert Choir, Battelle Fine Arts Center, 8 p.m.
13-17 Otterbein College Theatre presents “Much Ado
About Nothing,” Cowan Hall, 7:30 p.m. opening
night, 2 p.m. Sunday matinee, 8 p.m. all other
performances
16 Baseball, Ashland, 1 p.m.
27 Softball at Shawnee State, 3:30 p.m.
29 Softball, Hiram, 3:30 p.m.
30 Baseball at Muskingum, 1 p.m.
30 Tennis (M), Hiram, 1 p.m.
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FOREWORD
emographics

D

and “market

ing” are words that 30 years ago
were not mentioned often in discus
sions about higher education, particu
larly in the field of college admission
counseling. College enrollment was
surging and it appeared there would be
no end to the demand for higher edu
cation. In the 1990s we know that the
impact of the demographic factors that
shape the nation will also shape future
college enrollments. By studying
demographic trends we know that
America is rapidly becoming a more
diverse, multi-cultural nation. Since
the 1960s minority and foreign student
enrollment in America’s colleges has
increased. We also have witnessed an
increasing feminization of American
higher education. In 1988, for the first
time, more women than men attended
colleges in America. We also are expe
riencing an increase in the number of
adults who are resuming their educa
tion or who, for a variety of reasons,
could not enroll in college immedi
ately after graduating from high
school. A major portion of our student
population, however, remains the tra
ditional student (age 18-22) who at
tends college immediately after high
school.
In the mid-1970s, colleges became
much more familiar with the term
marketing and began utilizing market
ing techniques which have been long
established practices in American
business. At first, the whole concept of
marketing seemed repugnant to most
college communities. However, today
enlightened faculty, students and col
lege administrators understand that in
order to continue the strength of the
institution, colleges must develop ac
tive recruitment and retention pro
grams which utilize marketing tech
niques. The “marketing” methods
which have been successful at Otterbein over the past few years center

around a recruitment schedule that is
demanding and, ultimately, rewarding.
Prospective students and their parents
have important questions about the
quality of the academic and extracur
ricular programs, cost and financial
aid, safety, housing, academic advising
and the diversity of the faculty and
student body, which must be ad
dressed.
Admission counselors at Otterbein
function in several ways to promote
the College. They travel and spend
roughly 12 weeks per year on the road
visiting high schools, attending college
fairs, and talking to students, parents
and guidance counselors. In this issue
of Towers, the admission story begin
ning on page 12 offers a snapshot of
what an admission counselor (in this
case Stacey Gleine) experiences in a
two-day time frame during a very hec
tic travel season.
Soon after the travel season ends,
roughly in mid-November, the admis
sion counselors enter a new cycle dur
ing which they read and review appli
cations for admission and scholarships,
and conduct intensive in-office inter
views.
Starting in January and intensifying
during the months of March and
• April, financial aid counseling be
comes a very important aspect of the
admission counselor’s function. Finan
cial aid counseling is especially impor
tant to our students because cost is an
extremely important factor in deter
mining whether they can afford to at
tend Otterbein. This process continues
through mid-June at which time our
fall class of new students has been es
tablished.
The goals of our admission office
are generally very easy to understand.
There are basically three ways by
which we measure our success. First is
the area of diversity. We feel very
proud of the fact that in recent years
we have done a much better job of re
cruiting multi-ethnic students to our
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campus. As mentioned in the admis
sion story, the 1990-91 freshman class
enjoys the highest minority rate Otter
bein has ever seen.
A second measure of our work re
lates to the quality of the students.
Here again, it’s during the last decade
of the 1980s that the ability level of
our students, as measured by grade
point averages and test scores, has in
creased dramatically.
Another measure is quantity: the
number of new students. Otterbein has
significantly increased its market share
in a declining pool of students in the
past 10 years. For example, in 1980
through 1985 our target goal for new
freshmen was 340. In the late 1980s
our freshman class size has ranged from
401 to 435. This growth of new stu
dents and the improvement in their
academic ability has helped to improve
the overall enrollment and retention
rate of the College.
The themes that we emphasize in
talking to students revolve around the
words “excellence,” “access” and “di
versity.” As we enter the 1990s we
urge you, as alumni of the College, to
continue to refer students to us who
you think will contribute to our col
lege community. With your support we
can build upon our recent successes. I
believe Otterbein’s admission and fi
nancial aid staff is second to none in
Ohio. We have a campus-wide com
mitment to offer an outstanding aca
demic and extracurricular program
which relies on the support of our fac
ulty, administrative staff, students and
alumni. With your support, we can
help Otterbein College continue to
develop as one of the outstanding in
dependent colleges in Ohio. H
—William J. Stabler
Vice President for Admission

IN BRIEF
WOBN Is Back On the Air
Otterbein’s radio station, WOBN
101.5 FM, received authorization from
the Federal Communication Commis
sion to begin broadcasting at its new
frequency in September. The station
lost its frequency in April to a com
mercial station in Marysville. The Ma
rysville station, categorized as Class A,
had priority because of their size and
transmission power. WOBN is a Class
D station (100 watts or under).
To kick off broadcasting at their
new frequency, the station held a cere
mony and 24'hour marathon featuring
a “rock-sit,” a fund raiser which bene
fited the Mayor’s Task Force on Drugs
and the Drug and Alcohol Resistance
Education Program (D.A.R.E).

Work of Former Student
Displayed
A past student’s architectural talent
was featured in the J. Robert Turner
Memorial Exhibition displayed at
Otterbein’s Dunlap Gallery during fall
quarter.
J. Robert Turner (1951-1988) be
gan his art major at Otterbein College
where he attended from 1969 to 1971.
He continued his studies at Syracuse
University, the London School of
Architecture and graduated from Pratt
Institute in 1979. Turner held many
positions at the Solomon R. Guggen
heim Museum, working his way up to
Administrative Design Consultant in
1985.
The exhibit included pictures of
Turner’s works and a setting he de
signed for the 1985 Venetian Ball, an
international event held at the mu
seum where he worked. Some of
Turner’s architectural work included
restorations of Soho lofts, including
his own, and the pre-Revolutionary
house he and his wife owned at Cold
Springs, N.Y. He also designed a house
in Chautauqua, N.Y., utilizing the de
sign principles of well known architect
J. Buckminster Fuller.

The exhibition was sponsored in
part by parents Chester ’43 and Marga
ret Biehn Turner ’43.

Art Collection Benefits
from Donations
Original paintings and tools used by
C.Y. Woo were donated to the College
by the family of the late artist. Master
Woo, whose works were displayed at
Otterbein on several separate occa
sions, was an internationally recog
nized Chinese water color artist. Earl
Hassenpflug, associate professor of vis
ual arts and chairperson of the depart
ment, says the pieces represent a “sub
stantial addition to the College’s inter
national art collection featuring a
number of different cultures.”
Also added to the College’s collec
tion are 11 contemporary prints from
the personal collection of William E.
Ward and the late Evelyn Svec Ward
’43. The prints were donated to the
College in memory of Mrs. Ward, a fi
ber artist whose work will be featured
in an exhibition at Dunlap Gallery
April 1 through May 5.

Language Alliance Helps
Area High School Students
Otterbein has a new academic alli
ance in foreign languages and litera
tures. LINC-OHIO (Languages in
North Central Ohio), is a collabora
tive effort between Otterbein’s Foreign
Language Department and the foreign

language departments of area high
schools. LINC-OHIO is one of a na
tional network of alliances established
to provide support and enhance profes
sional growth at the grass-roots level.
Otterbein’s alliance group has been
awarded a $500 grant from the Ameri
can Association for Higher Education
and the MacArthur Foundation to
cover starting costs over the next 12
months.
In November, representatives from
some 20 new alliances around the state
met on Otterbein’s campus to assess
their first year’s work and discuss fu
ture directions.
Area alumnae who have partici
pated include Beverly Marckel Larson
’68, Carol Sue Andrew Spessard ’68,
Patricia Spessard Shramm ’71, Karen
Ruegg Montgomery ’64, Marcia
Hudson Garcia ’71, Terra Baker McCanney ’68, Jill Britton ’80 and Louise
Mampieri Losego ’70. This year’s steer
ing committee includes Dr. Roger
Neff, professor of foreign languages
and chairperson of the department,
and alumnae Beverly Larson and
Karen Montgomery ’64.
Other Otterbein foreign language
graduates have been involved in or
ganizing similar alliances around the
state of Ohio: Jill Britton ’80, Beth
LeSueur Phelps ’72, Joyce Bradford
Riepenhoff’71, and Deborah Johnston
Sehlmeyer ’70. ■

Conference Examines Cultural Diversity
Cultural diversity is a major movement in higher education these days and more
and more is considered part of a complete education. Otterbein College explored
cultural diversity at this year’s Fall Faculty Conference with Dr. James Anderson,
psychology professor at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, as the keynote speaker.
“There is a practical reason for diversity in the curriculum,” Anderson claims. “It
makes them [students] more marketable.”
“Diversity is not a fad and it’s more than demographics,” he asserts. “Traditional,
conservative schools ignore trends and in about five years will play catch-up. Futur
istic, progressive schools head trends.”
Diversity is inevitable, says Anderson. He explains the pool of middle-class white
(continued on page 4)
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SPORTS
Football
Forty-eight players, including ten
seniors, lettered in football this season.
Wide receiver Ron Severance, a
junior from Worthington, Ohio, re
ceived the Harry Ewing Award, pre
sented annually by the Otterbein “O”
Club to the most outstanding football
player.
Defensive tackle Patrick Engle, a
sophomore from Westerville, and
quarterback Luke Hanks, a freshman
from Hilliard, Ohio, were chosen by
teammates and coaches as most valu
able on defense and offense, respec
tively. Hanks was also chosen most
valuable freshman.
The league’s coaches named Engle
and Severance to the all-Ohio Ath
letic Conference (OAC) first team.
Free safety Joe Loth, a senior from
Painesville, Ohio, was named second
team all-OAC. Hanks and offensive
tackle Robert Dent, a sophomore from
Columbus, earned honorable mention
all-OAC honors.
Severance, who set several school
and Ohio Athletic Conference
(OAC) receiving records this season,
was chosen by the league’s coaches to
receive the Ed Sherman Award.
The Sherman Award, presented to
the conference’s top receiver, was es
tablished in 1988 by Muskingum Col
lege in honor of the winningest foot
ball coach in that school’s history. Ed
Sherman guided Muskingum to a 14143-8 record in 22 seasons from 1945 to
1966.
Severance caught a single-season
school and OAC record 92 receptions
in 1990. The former conference mark,
86, was set by Kenyon’s Chris Myers in
1968. The wide receiver churned out a
school-record 1,049 yards on 92
catches, and finished one receiving
touchdown away from tying the single
season school record of nine.
Otterbein, 3-5-2 overall, ended the
season in a fifth-place tie with Ohio
Northern (5-5, 4'5) in the OAC. Un
der third-year head coach Mark Asher
(10-18-2), the Cards played to a 3-4-2
conference mark. Back-to-back ties at
Hiram and Baldwin-Wallace late in
the season ended Otterbein’s arithme
tic progression which spanned five sea
sons. Beginning with an 0-10 mark in

1985, the Cards improved their overall
record by one win each season: 1-9 in
1986, 2-8 in 1987, 3-7 in 1988 and 4-6
in 1989.
Otterbein set five single-season
passing records this season: net yards,
2,213; pass attempts, 400; pass comple
tions, 214; passes intercepted, 27; and
first downs passing, 95.
Freshman quarterback Hanks, who
led the OAC in total offense, collected
three single-season Otterbein records
this season: total offense, 2,064 yards;
pass attempts, 370; and pass comple
tions, 199. His pass attempts and com
pletions place him second on both alltime OAC lists.

Mount Union, with four runners
among the top ten, tallied 33.
Scoring for Otterbein were Elaine
Gonya, a junior from Fremont, Ohio,
second (17:17); Sharon Hathaway, a
senior from Berea, Ohio, sixth (17:39);
Janet Curtis, a junior from Westerville,
seventh (17:47); Becky Kok, a junior
from Dublin, Ohio, twelfth (18:33);
and Jennifer Hagquist, a sophomore
from Twinsburg, Ohio, twenty-ninth
(19:29).
At the Great Lakes Regional, Ot
terbein finished seventh. Gonya led
the Otterbein squad with a 14th-place
finish (20:30).

Men's Basketball
Men's Cross Country
The men’s cross country team, un
der 21st-year head coach David
Lehman, placed second at the OAC
Championship. The finish qualified
the squad for the NCAA Great Lakes
Regional.
Otterbein, gunning for its third
straight OAC title, placed three run
ners among the top five, but could not
hold off Mount Union, who nipped
the Cards by five points, 31 to 36.
Scoring for Otterbein were Steve Tailman, a senior from Mt. Sterling, Ohio,
second (24:06); Steve Stobart, a
sophomore from Canal Winchester,
Ohio, third (24:15); Steve Rose, a sen
ior from Kinsman, Ohio, fifth
(224:25); Doug Babcock, a sophomore
from Columbus, eleventh (24:54); and
Matt Whitis, a senior from New Phila
delphia, Ohio, fifteenth (25:01).
Two weeks later at the Great Lakes
Regional, Otterbein just missed quali
fying the entire team for the nationals,
finishing third, with 102 points, be
hind Calvin (31) and Hope (92). Sto
bart, finishing fourth (27:23), and
Rose, eighth (27:34), qualified for the
NCAA Division Ill Championship
where they finished 110th (26:43.7)
and 156th (27:36.0), respectively.

Women's Cross Country
The women’s cross country team,
under second-year head coach Mary
Beth Kennedy, placed four runners
among the top 12, finishing second to
Mount Union at the OAC Champion
ship. The finish qualified the team for
the NCAA Great Lakes Regional.
Otterbein, runner-up for the second
straight season, scored 56 points.
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The men’s basketball team, under
19th-year head coach Dick Reynolds
(305-176), heads into the 1990-91 sea
son as the top choice of coaches and
media to win the OAC title. Otterbein
has been ranked fifth by Sports IlluS'
traced, sixth by Basketball Digest and
11th by NCAA Basketball Preview in a
trio of NCAA Division III pre-season
top 20 polls.
Otterbein returns seven lettermen,
including four starters, from last
season’s 20-9 squad, which captured
the OAC championship.

Diversity, from page 3
students is growing smaller and as col
leges attempt to keep enrollment fig
ures high, those colleges will be draw
ing from a more diverse group of stu
dents.
The afternoon sessions at the con
ference began with a speech from Dr.
Mac Stewart, acting dean of The Ohio
State University’s University College.
His topic was “Cultural Diversity in
the Classroom: Revisited.”
Stewart says Otterbein is to be
“commended for addressing what is
sometimes called ‘The Difficult Dia
logue.’ ”
However, he says the emergence of
black and women’s studies as electives
is not enough and a way must be found
to integrate those into the regular cur
riculum.
In this process, Stewart believes the
professors will play a crucial part. He
says minority faculty members are
needed as role models and because
minority students are more comfort
able in discussions with those faculty
members. ■

LETTERS
We want to hear from you! Please send
letters intended for publication to Letters
to the Editor, Towers, Otterbein College,
Office of College Relations, Westerville,
Ohio 43081.

Cheers for Volunteerism
Thank you for your fabulous article
about Otterbein volunteer programs! I
thought [Cyndi Milled did an out
standing job covering the many phases
of student, alumni and faculty voulunteerism. A special thanks for sharing
our program with alumni.
Elizabeth Glor Allen ’64
Tucson, Arizona

That's My Dad!
What a nice surprise it was to see the
picture of my father, A.T. Howard on
the cover of the Summer Towers! My
two brothers, J.Gordon Howard ’25,
president of Otterbein from 1945 to
1957, and Donald S. Howard ’25, a
professor and dean at UCLA for 35
years, are both deceased.
This football picture of my father
was always in our collection of family
photagraphs when I was growing up.
It’s good to see it again now. The pic
ture must have been taken between
1890 and 1893 because my father (and
mother) graduated from the college in
1894. They were married on the eve
ning of graduation day and sailed to
Sierra Leone as young missionaries
three months later.
My father is also in the picture of
the team on page 20. He is standing in
the middle of the back row wearing a
hat. The student to his right was his
life long friend, Marshall Fanning, also
Class of 1894.
My father never boasted about his
football days and I’m sure he’d be
amazed that his picture had found its
way to the Towers 100 years after it
was taken! My best wishes to you and
your staff.
Florence Howard Norris ’28
Lebanon, Ohio
P.S. I read in a sketch of Father
written some time ago that he alter
nated at center and guard in football
and frequently was pivot man in the
“famous flying wedge.”

And Now, A Word from

The Core of the Matter

At the risk of becoming an uninvited
pen pal, let me comment on a few
items in your most recent issue of Tow
ers (Summer 1990).
1. Hurrah for Dr. Kenneth Foltz’
conviction and personal example that
creativity is appropriate at any age!
His advice, simply and forcefully put,
is “just do it!”
2. It is heartening to read that Ot
terbein students (and faculty, adminis
trators and alumni) are involved in
community service projects. In these
activities, students may blend their
volunteer efforts with their career
goals and their extra-curricular activi
ties to produce a rich educational feast.
When Keith Pohly [’72] talked to me
about SCOPE in the mid-’60s, he con
fessed that Deborah Bamdt [’67] had
already worked up a plan for the or
ganization before he had arrived on
campus. Deborah, a student form
Worthington, was the key motivator
and recruiter for the various volunteer
efforts. As a student, social activist,
writer, world citizen, she has always
exemplified the liberal arts ideal. Her
interest and talent in art, music, the
social sciences, foreign languages, and
humanitarian improvement of the lot
of the have-nots of this world have
been inspirational to me and many
others.
3. Dave Stichweh’s Photography
150 students’ works [“Images”] show
me how colorful and beautiful black
and white pictures can be. He lauded
black and white photography to a
group of us years ago and now I be
lieve! Color photography is beautiful,
but black and white pictures are sub
lime.
4. Finally, as I read about
Otterbein’s football history, I was re
minded that Dr. A.P. Rosselot told
me with genuine pride that, as a stu
dent, he was on the football team that
defeated OSU. Dr. Rooselot [year], as
other old-timers will recall, was a re
vered professor of French, history, and
economics who, at 78, when I knew
him, was spry of limb and sound of
mind, a great role model of the world
citizen and astute student of world af
fairs. I was proud to be on the same
faculty with this tireless teacher,
whose zest for life and inimitable Gal
lic humor brightened many a hum
drum day for me.

I appreciated the Summer 1990 issue
of Towers for its rich coverage of col
lege activities, past and present. I
would like, though, to include addi
tional detail or two, to help readers
understand one of your items.
In the “In Brief’ section, mention is
made of a grant recently received by
Otterbein to participate in a progaram
called “Engaging Cultural Legacies.”
This program, funded by NEH, is a
project created by the American Asso
ciation of Colleges, and is a rare ex
ample of a national program to support
core curricula, that is, the general edu
cation component of a college educa
tion. Your brief story did not mention
that it was Otterbein’s core curriculum
Integrative Studies, which received
this recognition.
Your readers have, I know, many
memories of Integrative Studies, or the
Common Courses as they were once
called. I think they would find it inter
esting to see that this distinctive Ot
terbein approach to general educaton
has received national recognition (one
of 27 schools chosen out of 185 appli
cants to the AAC-NEH program).
This is the second year in a row that
Integrative Studies has been honored:
last year the program was one of six
liberal arts programs in private colleges
in Ohio awarded grants for excellence
by the Ohio Board of Regents.
Thank you for bringing this to the
attention of your readers.

Albert E. Lovejoy
Prescott, Arizona
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Dr. Alison H. Prindle
Chairperson, Integrative Studies

Bias is Ingrained
When time allows, I hope to have
time to comment more fully on the
“genderless curriculum” issue [Towers,
FaU 1989]. For the time being, how
ever, please convey to Dr. Rosser my
congratulations.
As I pointed out in a recent teach
ing tool I developed for real estate in
structors, this sexual bias in teaching
in deeply ingrained.
Ray Cartwright ’58
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania
Mr. Cartwright refers to a paper he au
thored titled “Teaching Sensitivities Sensi
bly,” a copy of which he graciously shared
with our office. He is director of housing
for the Pennsylvania Human Relations
Commission and was recently published
in the Journal of Real Estate Educators.

Oherbein's Own
Science Hall of Fame
Through the years many Otterbein graduates have pursued ca
reers in science and medicine.
Some will be remembered in his
tory for their discoveries and
dedication. The following have left
their mark in their respective
fields.

Francis Marion Pottenger, Class
of 1892, was a pioneer in the
prevention and cure of tuberculo
sis and acquired international
fame in his dedicated fight
against that disease.
When his wife contracted tu
berculosis in 1894, Pottenger de
cided to devote his life and medi
cal experience to researching tu
berculosis. Unfortunately, he was
unable to help his wife who died
four years after developing the ill
ness. He was the first doctor on
the West Coast to devote his en
tire attention to tuberculosis and
to instigate tuberculosis preven
tion.
Pottenger continued his work in
the field to develop methods of
treatment and became a world
wide expert on tuberculosis. He
helped organize regional, na
tional and international health or
ganizations. He also founded the
Pottenger Sanatorium for Diseases
of the Chest and Throat in Monro
via, Calif. His autobiography is
titled The Fight Against Tuberculo
sis.
The College gave him the Dis
tinguished Alumni Award in 1952
and he was inducted into the Otterbein College Hall of Fame in
1972.

ENCE—^Who Are Still Making A Difference.
Four Others Who Have Gone Before Them.
Who Is To Say How Many Will Follow? We
Explore Oherbein's Past, Present And Future
In Science.

Richard Bradfield '17 dedicated
his life to combating world hun
ger. He was the co-founder and
driving force behind the "Green
Revolution" of the 1950s and
1960s. Bradfield was a renowned
agronomist who was influential in
the worldwide effort to increase
food production.
continued on page 8
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Bundy at the control station (right) of General
Electric’s lOOO'ton Birdsboro “Diamond
Press" in 1955. (photo courtesy of General
Electric Research and Development Center via
Francis Bundy)

FRANCIS BUNDY: ON THE CUHING EDGE
by Patricia Kessler

r. Francis Bundy ’31 is a natural-

D

bom man of science. As a little
boy in Ohio he remembers a fas
cination with watching the steam-en
gine threshing machine on his grand
parents’ farm. An unassuming matterof-fact demeanor would give no hint
that he was a member of a four-man
team responsible for a major scientific
breakthrough in 1955.
A physicist with General Electric
Research Laboratory during the ’50s,
he and his team members developed
the first reproducible process for fabri
cating “man-made” diamond grit. Re
search for the project began in 1951
and by 1955 the process for producing
diamonds in the laboratory was an
nounced. By 1957 the diamond grit for
grinding wheel use was on the market
place. It was a discovery that startled

the world and revolutionized industry.
The diamond grit particles were not
gems in the sense of precious stones
used in jewelry, but were hard, sharp,
abrasive particles used in the glass, oil
production and automotive industries,
where the diamond is used as the cut
ting edge material for sawing, grinding,
drilling and polishing. “Over 85 per
cent of the diamond abrasive material
used in industry today is man-made,”
Bundy estimates.
Not to be confused with some ad
vertised “artificial diamonds,” these
man-made diamonds are pure crystal
line carbon diamond simulating the
probable high-pressure, high-temperature processes of nature. Graphite and
a metal catalyst are subjected to simul
taneous pressures of nearly one million
pounds per square inch and tempera-
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tures above 2,200 degrees Fahrenheit.
“Since 1797, when it was first scientifi
cally proven by chemists that diamond
is a crystalline form of pure carbon,
people had been trying to form dia
mond from carbon and carbon com
pounds, under laboratory conditions,”
Bundy says.
The first two successful experiments
occurred just before Christmas 1954,
and naturally excitement rose to fever
pitch. The team then worked night
and day to try to reproduce the results,
and to understand clearly in the scien
tific sense what went on in the proc
esses so they could be described accu
rately for patent purposes—not to
mention intellectual satisfaction. Pat
ent disclosures were prepared and
filed-and the famous public announce
ment of the success was made Feb. 15,
1955.
Over the years Bundy has garnered
many awards for his work. The most
prestigious was the Bridgman Gold
Medal of the International Associa
tion for the Advancement of High
Pressure Science and Technology at
Kiev, Soviet Union, in 1987. The
award was named for the 1946 Nobel
prize winner in physics. Dr. Percy Wil
liam Bridgman of Harvard University,
for his discoveries in high-pressure
physics. Bundy also was the recipient
of numerous awards presented by his
peers and several professional societies.
Bundy’s devotion to his chosen vo
cation manifested itself during his col
lege years. “At Otterbein,” he says, “I
wasn’t involved much in campus ac
tivities because, to earn my way
through college, I spent all my time
working at my parents’ greenhouse lo
cated where the Westerville post office
now is. In fact that’s how I built my
first chimney,” he laughs. He built the
chimney in 1928 from old street bricks
for the greenhouse boiler but the gov
ernment later tore it down to make
way for the post office when the green
house property was purchased in the
mid-’70s.

continued from page 6
Bradfield, the first to receive a
1
Ph.D. in soil science from The
Ohio State University, was a pro
fessor of soils at the University of
Missouri and professor of agron
omy at Ohio State before being
named head of the Department of
Agriculture at Cornell University.
In 1943, Bradfield was one of
three scientists asked by the Mexi
can government and Rockefeller
Foundation to study Mexico's ag
ricultural needs. Their findings
were published in a book named
Campaigns Against Hunger
which became the basis of the
Green Revolution in developing
countries in Asia, Africa, South
and Central America.
Bradfield served as Far East
Regional Director of Agricultural
Programs for the Rockefeller
Foundation. In that position, he
studied how to rotate various
crops to increase and diversify the
yield from the land in the belief
that people shouldn't depend on
rice alone for the basis of their
diet. As a trustee of the Rocke
feller Foundation, he helped es
tablish the Rice Research Institute.
The College awarded him an
honorary Doctor of Science de
gree in 1941 and gave him the
Distinguished Scientific Achieve
ment Award in 1970.

Alcines Clair Siddali '19 was a
physician, missionary, scholar
and teacher. In 1923 he traveled
to Canton, China, as a medical
missionary. During his nine years
in that country, he spent three as
the head of the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology of the
Canton Hospital.
While in China, he developed
a milk substitute from soybeans
for infant feeding and in 1928
developed the first hormone test
for pregnancy, a forerunner of the
modern pregnancy test used to
day, which was named the Siddall Test.
In 1932, Siddali went into pri
vate practice in Oberlin, Ohio,
and during his career completed
continued on page 10
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—Bundy

Bundy feels Otterbein prepared him
well for the scientific world; he ma
jored in chemistry, math and physics.
He considers himself to be a multi-dis
ciplinary scientist with skills in phys
ics, chemistry, the material sciences
and engineering.
The major differences he sees in
today’s scientific world are computers
and the other sophisticated monitor
ing tools available. The computer has
reversed the old two-thirds/one-third
rule of experimentation and analysis.
With the computer the majority of
time is spent on calculation before the
experimentation begins, to try to es
tablish from known science where the
“ball park” of experimentation should
be.
“Nowadays scientists are repeating
some of the same experiments 1 did 25
years ago and doing it in a more re
fined manner,” he says, and adds with
a smile, “but they find my results still
are quite correct.”
He also warns that computers have
limitations.
“They can’t think. They can only
do accurately what you program them
to do,” he says.
Bundy obviously has had a life-long
love of science but he also enjoys other
pursuits. He and his wife. Hazel Forwood Bundy ’34, engage in an active
life with their church and various hob
bies.
The hand-built glider trailer parked
in his yard houses a state-of-the-art
sailplane from Germany giving testi
mony to his second love—glider
flying, an interest that began during
his days at Otterbein. Mrs. Bundy has
participated in this activity with him.
Other forms of recreation that occupy
their time are gardening, camping,
hiking, bird-watching and horseback
riding. Mrs. Bundy is the musician in
the family and still gives frequent pi
ano recitals to local audiences.
One of their greatest joys is their
family, which includes four grown
children, three of whom live within
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150 miles of them in the Albany area
where the Bundys have lived for 45
years.
A man with an inherent curiosity
about the world around him, he keeps
current in his field since retirement in
1975. “1 was a working consultant for
General Electric until 1987 and still
keep in touch with people working in
the field at Cornell, Berkeley, Har
vard, Japan, Germany and Russia,” he
says.
When asked what are the most im
portant qualities of a good scientist, he
answers without hesitation, “Intellec
tual honesty, the ability to be a good
observer, to reason well, and to be in
dustrious.”
One of the technological pitfalls of
the future that he sees is in some of the
research being done in the biological
sciences with genetic experimentation.
“Altering the genes can be tricky,
with desirable and undesirable possible
effects,” he says. “There have been
some irresponsible and fanciful fore
casts of what might be done in being
able to correct a defective cell or fertil
ized egg. Finding the defect is one
thing, but being able to do something
about it is another matter. The tech
niques may not be perfected enough
yet and, of course, great claims are
made that often raise basic legal, moral
and social issues.The experimentation
should be done, and the knowledge
gained, but it should be done in a safe
and disciplined manner.”
Today if Francis Bundy were just
starting his career as a scientist and
with the discovery of the man-made
diamond behind him, what would he
be most interested in inventing?
“A substance that’s even harder
than diamond,” he answers with a
twinkle in his eye. ■

MARILYNN ETZLER:
UNLOCKING THE SECRETS OF LECTINS
by Patti Kennedy

tterbein College introduced her

O

to the world of scientific re
search and now Marilynn
Etzler’s credentials as a biochemist
command world-wide respect.
“My credentials are well-known
world wide but 1 think sucess is some
thing to achieve in the future,” says
the ’62 graduate. “Each step you take
leads you to more and more things to
explore.”
She may be best known for her
breakthrough in the area of lectins,
which are proteins that have the abil
ity to specifically combine with par
ticular types of carbohydrates.
This technology has practical uses
such as in bone marrow transplants.
The bone marrow can be treated with
a specific lectin which will bind with
cells that should not be transplanted
and those “bad” cells removed.
This research also can be used in
blood typing and cancer research be
cause lectins may have the ability to
combine with cancer cells for identifi
cation and removal.
Etzler began her research on lectins
in the late ’60s to examine the purpose
of lectins in nature.
“I was interested in the structure of
proteins and their ability to function,”
Etzler comments. “In the course of re

search, we have found the lectins are
ubiquitous in the plant and animal
kingdom but predominant in plants.
What they’re doing in plants, we still
dor’t know.”
This breakthrough comes after
many years of hard work in the field of
biochemistry, and a little luck. Etzler
has been working in this field for 21
years at the University of CalifomiaDavis but the discovery was an un
planned yet pleasant result. “It’s nice
when you stumble onto something,”
she smiles modestly.
While she is now doing her re
search at the large facility at UCDavis, Etzler credits her undergraduate
work at Otterbein for fostering her in
terest in the sciences.
‘ All my work goes back to Otter
bein. I became interested in biological
science and the faculty encouraged
tha: interest and allowed me to gain
experience in research. Certainly,
without that background at Otterbein,
I wouldn’t be where I am today. Being
a small school and a school where stu
dents had a lot of interaction with fac
ulty gave you direction but allowed
you to be an individual and pursue
research....! couldn’t have gotten
[that] at a larger school. With the firm
background it gave me, I was ex
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tremely well prepared for graduate
school and what I pursued after that.
In fact, many fine scientists come from
small liberal arts colleges.”
Etzler particularly remembers pro
fessors Jeanne Willis, Bob Grodner
and chemist Roy Turley. “They were
extremely encouraging. Without them,
who knows what I would have ended
up doing,” she says.
In specific, Etzler remembers a bot
any class she was required to take from
Willis, although that was not her
interest. Rather than memorize char
acteristics of the trees around campus
for a class assignment, Etzler memo
rized where the various trees were lo
cated so when the class toured the
campus, she would be able to identify
the trees.
Her best laid plan went awry when
Willis brought a branch from each tree
into the class because one student was
confined to a wheel chair and could
not make the trip around campus.
Etzler says luckily her lab partner knew
more about trees than she did.
“Marilynn was ornery,” Willis
chuckles. “But very bright. I knew
she’d do something because she had
tremendous determination and drive.”
Not only were the science faculty
encouraging, Etzler credits Dean
Joanne VanSant with once talking her
into continuing her studies when she
was thinking about dropping out of
school.
“The whole Otterbein family was so
important,” she affirms. “They really
helped to guide me at an important
point in my life.”
Etzler returned to Otterbein last
spring, breaking a vow she made as an
undergraduate that she would never
come back as “an old fogey alumna.”
But she did return to visit Willis and
speak to classes. She says she saw many
changes in the campus but not so
many in the people.
When Etzler gave a lecture in one
of Otterbein’s chemistry laboratories.

continued from page 8
Etzler Took Quantitative Chemistry From

extensive research into the inci
dence of cancer in women. He
was among the first to use the Pap
test for early detection of cervical
cancer.
The College awarded him an
honorary Doctor of Science de
gree in 1969.

Frank Van Sickle '41

joined the
space division of the Chrysler
Corporation in 1953 where he
worked under "Father of Rocketr/' Werner von Braun on a
technical team organized to de
sign and develop a ballistic mis
sile weapon system for the U.S.
Army. He headed an organiza
tion which created and kept upto-date a 55-volume set of techni
cal manuals for field operation,
maintenance and repair of the
Redstone missile and its related
ground equipment.
Van Sickle spent 35 years in
the fields of aeronautics and
astronautics and was closely as
sociated with the early manned
space program. He was respon
sible for the development and
administration of scientific com
puter programs which helped de
sign space hardware, predict and
evaluate space vehicles perform
ance and monitored the flow of
data and materials through the
engineering, manufacturing and
flight operation of the projects.
His developments were applied
to the Apollo and Saturn space
rockets which led to manned
flights to the moon, the launch of
Skylab, America's first manned
space station, and Apollo-Soyuz,
the joint U.S.-Soviet space experi
ment.
In 1975, at the end of Amer
ica's first generation of manned
space exploration. Van Sickle re
tired from this first career to pur
sue a career in real estate.
The College awarded Van
Sickle an honorary Doctor of Sci
ence degree in 1967 and he re
ceived the Distinguished Alumni
Award in 1981. ■
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Professor

Who Thought Men And Women Should Not Work
Together In The Same Laboratory. "...So I Had My
Own Separate Room For

physical changes in the science build
ing also pointed out changes in the
times.
As an undergraduate, Etzler took
quantitative chemistry from a professor
who thought men and women should
not work together in the same labora
tory.
“There were 20 in the class and I
was the only woman. He thought men
and women should not work in the
same room together and did not allow
me to work in the same lab with the
men. So I had my own separate room
for a separate laboratory,” she explains.
When she returned to lecture
about lectins, she realized the building
had been remodeled and she was
standing at the same site where the all
male chemistry lab had been located.
“I was taken into the room where I
had once been banned. It was the pre
vious site of the ‘forbidden labora
tory!’ ” she says.
Following her studies at Otterbein,
Etzler completed her graduate work at
Washington University in St. Louis.
She went to the medical school at Co
lumbia University to do her post-doc
torate work and went to Davis Univer
sity in the fall of 1969.
She first learned about lectin devel
opment at Columbia and continued
her research at Davis. “Once you work
on a lectin, it’s hard to put down,” she
laughs.
What makes a good scientist? Etzler
says she looks for a mixture of qualities
in a student including motivation, in
terest, an enthusiasm for science.
“We put in long, hard hours seven
days a week,” Etzler concedes. “I look
for a person with drive and motivation
of the individual. Someone who’s con
scientious and follows through.”
Etzler admits biochemistry is a
“consuming profession” but she does
have hobbies outside the lab including
music and chess. In fact, while at Ot
terbein, she minored in music.
She also enjoys traveling so it is
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Separate Laboratory."

fortunate her job allows her to visit
many different places, although Etzler
says she wasn’t sure she would make it
back from a recent trip to Estonia.
Etzler was a lecturer at an interna
tional meeting that was being held in
Estonia because that is where lectins
were originally discovered one hun
dred years earlier, in 1888.
“I knew I had to give a talk and I
wanted to show I was in sympathy
with their drive for independence
[from the Soviet bloc],” she declares.
“For my first two slides, I had informa
tion printed against the background of
an Estonian flag.”
When it came time to give her
speech, Etzler and her colleagues were
bused into a restricted area. As she be
came aware of the number of people
and the program she realized she was
to present the major scientific keynote
address.
“I started to get nervous as I realized
I was in the Soviet Union with my
first two slides clearly showing the Es
tonia flag. Well, I decided if I was
going to Siberia, I was going in style.
When I got to the slides, I made a
point of saying, ‘This was made espe
cially for Estonia.’
“Well, the whole place just came
alive. No one came to drag me away so
I also said with the second slide that it
was made especially for Estonia. At the
end there was this incredible applause
and I found out later they had just
been given permission to fly their flag.
“I became very popular for the few
days I was there and people followed
me to get my autograph. But a few
months earlier, I might have been
dragged away.”
She did make it back to Davis
however and continues to find lectins
“hard to put down” as she carries on
her revolutionary research in the field
of biochemistry. ■

DAVID YOHN: BAHLING THE BIG "C'
by Patti Kennedy

ancer is a disease often men

C

tioned in the media as as doctors
and researchers continue efforts
to discover new breakthroughs and
treatments in combating its many
forms. Otterbein graduate David Yohn
’51 has played an important role in the
battle against that disease and was part
of a team that developed the only vac
cine commercially available to prevent
a particular form of cancer.
Yohn, currently an administrator at
The Ohio State University Compre
hensive Cancer Center, hasn’t been a
“hands on” researcher for about 10
years now, but during the time he
spent in the laboratory, he was part of
a team that developed a vaccine to
prevent leukemia in cats.
Yohn admits that he didn’t choose
science as a major until his senior year
at Otterbein and that his decision was
greatly influenced by Professor Charles
Botts.
His interest in science and research
became serious when he took a class in
bacteriology with Botts. During Yohn’s
senior year, Botts was at Ohio State
University working on his doctorate.
The men remained close friends and
when Yohn graduated, Botts con
vinced him to pursue advanced degrees
in bacteriology at Ohio State.
“I got a very broad background at

Otterbein,” he says. “1 started out as a
theological student to begin with. I
also had minors in English and Span
ish. I was not a science major until my
senior year. It gave me a feel for many
different arenas to operate in and
taught me flexibility which is very im
portant in the area I am now in—ad
ministration.”
After leaving Ohio State with a
Ph.D. in 1957, Yohn went to the Uni
versity of Pittsburgh’s graduate school
of public health. While in Pittsburgh,
he worked with Jonas Salk on polio re
search.
It was also in Pittsburgh that he
began his involvement in cancer re
search when the university received a
grant to study viruses in human can
cer.
“As we began to undertake the
project, it became apparent that re
sources could be better supplied at an
institution dedicated exclusively to
cancer research,” Yohn explains.
He then moved on to Roswell Park
Memorial Institute in Buffalo, N.Y.,
where he worked for seven years before
returning to Ohio State’s cancer cen
ter in 1969 to continue his research.
He also served as a professor of veteri
nary pathobiology and microbiology at
Ohio State.
“When I came to OSU, I came pri
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marily to work on cat leukemia,” he
maintains. “I came here because they
had a large colony of illness-free cats
and that was a resource not equalled
anywhere else in the world.”
Yohn was part of a team that iso
lated the virus that caused cat leuke
mia and developed a vaccine to pre
vent that disease. From the time the
research began at Roswell Park until
the vaccine was fully developed, tested
and implemented, the scientists in
vested about 10 years in the project.
“That vaccine, which is available
commercially from vets, was developed
at Ohio State by the people I brought
with me from Roswell Park,” Yohn
says. “There is no other commercially
available vaccine against a form of
cancer. They are working on relating
that work to man.”
He explains while research on that
virus is continuing with hopes of ap
plying what was learned to human leu
kemia, the work is progressing slowly
because monkeys for research purposes
are in short supply.
In addition to the vaccine, Yohn
counts among his successes his work
toward establishing the comprehensive
cancer center.
“I didn’t play a major role but 1
think our team contributed to devel
oping the research area of the cancer
center,” he comments. “We were able
to attract scientists from all over the
world.”
After an unsuccessful bid for federal
backing in 1974, the facility applied
for and was assigned the designation of
“comprehensive” cancer center two
years later and began to receive federal
support. Yohn points to the continual
growth and expansion of the cancer
center as a major factor in being
awarded state funds to build the
Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and
Research Institute in Columbus.
Yohn was “drafted” in 1977 to lead
the cancer program at Ohio State
which moved him from laboratory to

"HELLO, IS ANYBODY OUT THERE?"
Science 2000 explores the origins—and boundaries—of life.
arth is 55 to 65 million years old

administrative duties. He is now Dep
uty Director of the Comprehensive
Cancer Center at Ohio State, having
served as director from 1973 to 1988.
In 1981, Otterbein awarded Yohn
the Special Achievement Award in
recognition of his extraordinary ac
complishments in cancer research and
higher education. While Yohn is no
longer a hands-on researcher, he still
keeps abreast of developments in the
field primarily through reading medi
cal journals and scientific publications.
He says a good scientist must be in
quisitive and satisfied with the intel
lectual stimulation from inquiry alone.
“Experiments might not work so
you have the fun of figuring out why it
didn’t work,” he says. “You have to
persist.” Yohn concedes that he misses
constructing experiments and sifting
through data looking for answers that
only lead to more questions.
In the next decade, Yohn expects
genetics to become important in the
fight against cancer.
“What we’re looking for, of course,
are new discoveries, better therapies
and treatment and perhaps prevention.
Before the year 2000,1 think new
treatments will involve genetics.
These studies are in their infancy and
will blossom in the next 10 years,” he
predicts.
For Yohn himself, he plans to retire
in four or five years. When he does re
tire, Yohn will be able to pursue his
hobbies which include stamp and coin
collecting, golf, cross country skiing
and gardening.
He and his wife, Olivetta ’51, who
now live in Upper Arlington, have be
gun to think about where they would
like to retire but have made no deci
sions. They have two sons, two daugh
ters and three grandchildren to visit
during their retirement. A third
daughter has passed away.
“We have a son in Colorado and a
son in California and each would like
us to retire near them,” he says. “There
are lots of possibilities.” ■
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and the evolution of life began
with the first blue-green algae.
This is how it all began according to
paleontologist Leonard Krishtalka,
who was one of the speakers at this
year’s Science 2000 symposium.
This fall Otterbein tackled ques
tions about “The Origins of Life” at
the annual two-day seminar. To an
swer some of those questions, guest
speakers included Krishtalka, NASA
research astronomer J ill Tarter and
ABC medical correspondent George
Strait.
Krishtalka, the symposium’s convo
cation speaker, is curator and editor of
Scientific Publications at Carnegie
Museum of Natural History in Pitts
burgh, where he is also assistant direc
tor for Science. In addition, he is an
adjunct professor in the Department of
Geology and Planetary Sciences and
the Department of Anthropology at
the University of Pittsburgh where he
teaches a number of courses in evolu
tionary biology.
In his speech, Krishtalka reviewed
the 1976 discovery of footprints of
early humans in Ethiopia. Researchers
in Ethiopia found the footprints of a
three people, not quite like modem
man. Krishtalka says from those foot
prints, experts were able to recreate
pictures of what this man, woman and
child must have looked like. This was
done in much the way footprints are
analyzed in detective novels or shows.
The footprint can reveal the size,
weight and gait of the person.
The people who left these footprints
were small, the tallest being about four
feet tall, and had a different gait as
though they walked not quite erect.
Krishtalka asserts that man and the
ape probably have a common ancestor,
not that man evolved from the apes,
an idea commonly believed by many
and objected to by others.
“Evolution is working quietly in the
background and it will occur,” Krish
talka says. “The question is, will we
understand or be ignorant? ...And we
are not the center of the universe.
Humans are not a special species.
When we go extinct, life will go on.
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We won’t be missed.”
And if evolution can occur on this
planet, why not on other planets in
other universes? Jill Tarter spoke about
the search for extraterrestrial technol
ogy through radio signals. She was
joined by Bob Dixon,deputy director
of the Instructional and Research
Computer Center at The Ohio State
University.
Tarter’s main focus as a research as
tronomer is the implementation of
high spectral resolution searches for
extraterrestrial radio signals however
and wherever possible. She has ex
plored topics in biology, geophysics,
chemistry, paleontology and many
other fields that related to the ques
tion of the existence of life elsewhere
in the universe. She is the project sci
entist for NASA’s SETI Microwave
Observing Project.
Tarter says people cannot expect to
find physical evidence of alien life
forms or expect to see spaceships land
ing on the White House lawn. How
ever, if scientists on Earth can detect
radio signals from a source outside this
planet, she says they can reasonably
assume somewhere a life form has
evolved enough to develop technol
ogyThis search is known as SETI or the
Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence.
For now, scientists are conducting that
search by looking for radio signals that
could not have been produced by any
thing on Earth.
“The same laws of science and na
ture occur elsewhere,” Dixon agrees.
“Earth is not unique. If life evolved
here and similar conditions exist else
where, why wouldn’t the same thing
happen elsewhere, with billions of
stars and billions of chances? In fact, it
would be stranger if life didn’t evolve
elsewhere.”
Dixon says with the immense dis
tance between solar systems, by the
time a radio signal travels to Earth, the
civilization which sent the transmis
sion could be extinct.
“We’re not trying for two-way com
munication but anything would still be
useful, like reading about past Greek
civilization,” he says.

If scientists do detect signals from
somewhere beyond our solar system,
should the Earth form an answer?
Dixon says in reality it is too late to
worry about that because signals have
already been sent out but some scien
tists continue the debate of how Earth
should reply and some argue that Earth
should not make its existence known
at all.
He says there is nothing to worry
about in terms of aliens arriving to
conquer the planet because any re
sources alien cultures could want, they
could find cheaper on their own
planet.
“The energy to travel here would be
too expensive,” he says. “There is no
material thing they would want to
come seize. But would they come for
things they don’t have or can’t con
ceive of?”
Tarter insists the planet must form
a consensus on what kind of signal to
send out and speak as one globe when
signals are clearly being received. She
says in the past, messages, in the form
of video discs, have been attached to
satellites but argues such messages are
lies because they depict Earth as a
beautiful, ideal place with no war, ill
ness or famine.
“It’s a very tricky issue,” she says.
“Scientists are no more expert than
anyone else.”
Tarter currently is working on a
committee to formulate a consensus
document outlining how Earth as a
whole should respond if signals are de
tected.
For now, scientists are only con
ducting passive searches for evidence
of extraterrestrial technology but
Tarter maintains that those who reply
without reaching a consensus are com
mitting future generations to their de
cision.
Today there are two continuous
searches for radio signals being con-,
ducted by Harvard and Ohio State.
Tarter, who is involved in preparing
for a similar search through NASA,
says those scientists must look for sig
nals nature could never produce, re
peatable signals that can be independ
ently verified and can be distinguished
from existing groundbased facilities.
Dixon says in 1977, the Ohio State
project discovered exactly what scien
tists are looking for-a signal from in

telligence outside the earth. He claims
those researchers pinpointed a brief
signal from outside Earth’s atmosphere
which cannot be passed off as a hoax
or equipment failure. However, that
signal, known as the “Wow” object be
cause of a notation someone made on
a data sheet indicating evidence of the
signal, was never again picked up.
With more and more radio frequen
cies being licensed and more signals
sent around the globe, Dixon says this
search may someday have to be con
tinued from an object orbiting around
Earth because transmissions from the
ground create too much background
noise and interference.
And the question of unidentified
flying objects? Not a question at all,
according to Tarter. She says she has
never been presented with any cred
ible evidence of UFOs.
While Tarter, Krishtalka and Dixon
continue work in their respective
fields, the general public learns of dis
coveries and breakthroughs primarily
through the general media.
The symposium’s keynote speaker
was George Strait, ABC News medical
correspondent. He spoke on his expe
rience covering some of the major
medical developments of our time.

such as the artificial heart and AIDS
epidemic, and journalistic ethics that
develop out of covering scientific and
medical breakthroughs.
He said there is an inherent con
flict between journalism and science
because journalists want facts reported
as truth and scientists examine facts to
see if they hold true.
“The journalist takes words to be
the truth and don’t want to know that
that is only the truth of the moment,”
Strait says.“We’ve determined that sci
entists need to be left alone to deter
mine what is true.”
Strait said in his coverage of the
first artificial heart recipients, he and

13

other reporters learned that scientists
should sometimes be left alone to con
duct experiments, that they should be
judged by their peers and not the press
and public.
“We’ve learned from our past mis
takes but we have a long way to go,”
he says.
“Most [scientists] realize they have to
answer to the public but don’t have to
like it,” Strait says. “We’ve made sci
entists work harder as they have to ex
plain their findings to laymen and they
have the frustration when a reporter
gets it wrong.”
Toward ending the scientists’ frus
tration and reporters’ mistakes. Strait
recommends reporters become more
expert. Strait himself has a science de
gree in bio-chemistry. He said that
education in the field often helps in
forming a bond with his sources.
He also recommends scientists be
come more precise in explaining their
work and results and reporters take on
not only the responsibility of telling
the public the news but the impor
tance of the news.
Over the years. Strait says he has
grown to believe educating the public
is part of his job. “I grew up thinking I
only had to report facts and any educa
tion people got from that was okay but
not my job.” He says he now under
stands the importance of explaining
the implications of medical and scien
tific breakthroughs.
Having been burned in the past by
jumping into a subject before all the
findings were in. Strait says ABC now
waits until scientific breakthroughs are
peer-reviewed and published.
“We don’t report early results, no
matter how promising. We can’t go
from the test tube to a person,” he
says.
Strait contends that journalists
need to achieve a balance between
wanting to report scientific and medi
cal breakthroughs first and best, and
allowing scientists time to verify and
test results.
“It is a brave new world out there
and we have to have the courage to
fund and continue the work,” he says.
“But we also have to realize there are
ethical questions that need to be asked
and answered.” ■
—Patti Kennedy

CAMPUS
ON THE ROAP AGAIN

A hearty “heigh'ho Silver" and they're away...
On the recruitment trail
with an Otterbein admission counselor
Story and photos by Patti Kennedy
Illustrations by Patti Etving
dmission counselors are upbeat

they’re making contact and actually
helping students. Actually making a
people, definitely upbeat. They
can slide through a pitch on Otterbeindifference.
“Lots of things can happen when
and never let their speech sound
you walk into a high school, and
canned or rehearsed.
you’re never sure what’s going to take
On the road they see it all—table
place,” says Otterbein admission coun
displays in the school lunch room
where no self-respecting high school
selor Stacey Gleine. “You might talk
student would dare approach the re
to a group of about 10 students and
cruiting table for fear of looking “unhave a good talk with them, asking
cool”; meetings with small groups of
meaningful questions. That’s the best.
potential recruits whose only interest
The worst is when you come in and
is cutting 7 th period study hall; college
hand the college literature to a guid
ance counselor, or sometimes it’s just
fairs with hoards passing the table fe
the secretary you meet. Those are the
verishly grabbing literature.
worst but those are the ones you re
Then there are the visits that make
member.”
the job worthwhile. When counselors
sit down and talk to students who are
Otterbein College has four admis
truly interested in exploring their col
sion counselors who are on the road at
lege options—students who ask good,
least four days a week during the heavy
fall recruiting season, and three who
thoughtful questions. Those are the
times admission counselors feel like
visit high schools near the College in
the fall. This year the roving band of
counselors include Beth Reddig, Steve
Huprich, Mark Curtis and Stacey

A
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Gleine. During the 12-week intensive
period of recruiting students, the four
hope to visit about 450 schools.
“I believe we have the absolute best
admission staff in the state of Ohio,”
Otterbein’s Vice President for Admis
sion Bill Stabler says proudly.
Stabler cites the College’s contin
ued high enrollment as proof of his
team’s excellence. While other col
leges and universities are facing
smaller freshman classes because of the
shrinking pool of high school gradu
ates, Otterbein boasts record high en
rollment figures.
He also commended the admission
staff for its work toward boosting mi
nority enrollment. While the College
wants to further increase its overall
number of minority students, this
year’s freshman class had a record
seven percent minority population.

To achieve those kinds of results, a
typical two days on the recruitment
trail for the typical admission coun
selor, in this case Stacey Gleine, in
cludes visiting six different high
schools in southwest Ohio and one
evening college fair.
For Gleine, this two-day trip means
leaving Westerville at 6:30 a.m. before
the sun has even started to peek
through the clouds to drive 138 miles
to her first visit. During the first leg of
the journey, Gleine sticks mainly to
the highway. Later in the day she
drives hundreds of rural miles, up and
down hills and around curves with
only farm houses to break up the scen
ery. When she returns to Westerville
the next evening, she will have cov
ered nearly 400 miles in two days.
Fortunately, these two sunshinefilled days were a great time to take
long drives over the hills in rural
southwest Ohio. “But on days when
it’s raining and gray, you wish you
were back in the office, inside and out
of the weather,” Gleine laments.
Gleine is a 1990 Otterbein graduate
and completed an internship with the
admission office. Now working as a
fulltime representative for Otterbein
means dedication, long days and main
taining that upbeat attitude.
“I like to think of this as more
counseling than sales,” Gleine de
clares. “As a business administration
major I was turned off by the drive for
profit, profit, profit. This is different. I
think being honest with a student is a
better technique than just grabbing
them and telling them to come to Ot
terbein.”
Each admission counselor is as
signed a specific territory and follows
potential recruits within that region
throughout the application process.
Gleine will personally correspond with
each student she meets if they request
more information about the College.
She contends that personal contact
where the students hear from the same
person at each step of the process is a
feature that often draws students to
Otterbein.
“I’ve met a lot of great students this
year. We’re one of the first schools to
get out [on the road],” she says.

What are the drawing points for
Otterbein? Gleine thinks some of the
big ones that attract students are the
location and the College’s programs.
“Many of them have lived in small
towns all their lives and want to es
cape to a big city. Still, they want the
smallness they’re used to but with ac
cess to a city,” she explains. “And
many need a small college. Like those
who hive 45 in their graduating class
would never feel at ease at a large uni
versity. They need to keep that oneon-one feeling.”
She says they also are drawn to a
private college because they don’t
have to major in a particular field to
participate in some of the extracurricu

inquiries in order to receive 1,600 ap
plications that will hopefully result in
400 freshmen enrolling at Otterbein.
“The road work is only part of the
process but it is an important part,” he
says. “When our counselors out there,
they are Otterbein to those high
schools and they have to be informed
and represent us well.”
One of Gleine’s first visits of the
two-day stint on the road is at a high
On her feet for long stretches of time, but dways cheerful, Otterbein Admission Coun
selor Stacey Gleine meets and greets students
and parents at a local high school “College
Night” and encourages them to pick up Otter
bein literature.

The College needs to generate 16,000 inquiries in
order to receive 1,600 applications that will hope
fully result in 400 freshmen enrolling at Otter
bein, thus ''the road work is only part of the
process but it is an important partT
lar act vities. For example, the march
ing baad is not limited to music ma
jors.
Coit is often a deciding factor and
when talking to high school students
Otterbein admission counselors stress
that the College meets 100 percent of
a student’s financial need, often
through scholarships to high-achieving
students.
The goal of all this traveling and
talking is, of course, to bring students
to Otterbein. According to Stabler,
the College needs to generate 16,000
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school near Hamilton. The guidance
counselor, who was hurrying to lunch,
pointed out where Gleine could set up
her display and left her on her own.
Hundreds of students passed by on
their way to the cafeteria but less than
a handful stopped to talk or take any
information.
Because she hasn’t eaten lunch yet,
the aroma from the cafeteria prompts
Gleine to count the minutes until she
can leave in search of a restaurant.
That is, until a teacher walks by with a

Conversion of a skeptic? Gleine distributes
cards for students to fill out for more informa
tion on specific topics.
lunch tray containing mystery meat
and what appears to be potatoes swim
ming in oily gravy. “It certainly smells
better than it looks,” she grimaces.
Gleine doesn’t fare much better
though when her lunch turns out to be
a quick stop at Kentucky Fried
Chicken before moving on to the next
high school.
The next visit was more encourag
ing though. At a high school in Ox
ford, Gleine met with eight girls who
showed genuine interest in the College
and asked many questions about pro
grams, visitation days, financial aid,
enrollment figures, the greek system at
Otterbein, study abroad opportunities,
and sports and intramurals.
“This is the kind [of visit] I like,”
Gleine says with a grin. “This is the
kind that makes me excited about my
job.”

brown case filled with brochures, table
displays, applications and inquiry
cards—the tools for a successful re
cruiting mission. Only the macho ad
mission counselors try to carry the
heavy cases and most strap their cases
on dollies like those used to transport
luggage around an airport. Their
“wheels,” as they call them, hum
across the parking lot and the group
ollege fairs are a means for ad
can be likened to bees buzzing to a
hive. The buzz becomes a steady drone
mission counselors to meet a
wide range and large number of potenas more arrive.
As counselors greet each other and
tial students in a short time. It is also a
talk, the conversation inevitably turns
chance to see what other colleges are
to food. Within two minutes of meet
displaying.
ing, admission counselors will start
After visiting three high schools
swapping stories about great little din
and checking into the local Econo
ers they’ve found in out-of-the-way
Lodge, Gleine spent her first evening
spots and how much food they can buy
on the road with about 50 other ad
for how little money. They also discuss
mission counselors at a college fair set
motels, particularly which ones to
up in a bam-like building outside Ea
avoid; i.e., those with cockroaches or
ton. As counselors show up for the col
rowdy truck drivers.
lege fair, those who see each other of
The college fair goes by quickly
ten shout greetings back and forth
even though Gleine has spent two
while filling cases with college litera
hours on her feet greeting people and
ture from their trunks.
answering many of the same questions
The equipment is the same for all
time and time again.
the counselors. They each have a huge
“I love this,” she exclaims. “I get so
excited when I’m doing this part and

C
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''When I was in high
school, I wish
counselors had given
me that extra little bit
of advice, Fd rather tell
students where to find
information they’re
looking for rather than
just say, 'No, we don’t
have it,’ ”
the students are asking good questions.
I don’t feel tired at all. I think, ‘Where
has the time gone?”’
After the college fair, Gleine heads
off to Pizza Hut with fellow admission
counselor Tracy Stuck from Ohio
Northern University. They catch up
on the gossip about mutual acquain
tances and trade rumors of how differ
ent colleges are faring this fall in terms

of recruitment. Stuck also shares her
most recent road story.
One of Stuck’s high school visits
ran long and upon leaving, she quickly
exceeded the speed limit in an effort to
reach her next appointment on time.
Before long, a police cruiser’s flashing
lights loomed in her rear view mirror.
She pulled over and politely ex
plained her situation—she was late
and not sure where the high school
was located. The kindly police officer
offered her an escort and before she
could refuse or explain further, she was
following the cruiser—right back to
the high school she had left a few min
utes earlier.
Stuck says she was too embarrassed
to explain the mistake. She continued
on with the charade and waved good
bye to the well-intentioned officer as
she walked back to the high school.
She waited a few minutes just inside
the high school door hoping no one
would ask why she came back and
praying the policeman wouldn’t be
lurking nearby when she left. Luckily,
no one stopped her as she sped out of
town the second time.
When the pizza is gone, Gleine
drives back to the motel to catch up
on correspondence to students from
her territory and looks over plans for
the next day before dropping into bed
about 11 p.m.
he second day begins with a

T

breakfast from Dairy Mart con
sisting of mini powdered donuts and a
bottle of orange juice. Not totally nutrious but Gleine eats while reading a

Clutching her promotional literature, Gleine
surveys students on their interests before
launching into the virtues of Otterbein.

map and driving to her first appoint
ment at a high school in New Madi
son.
She arrives early and spends her
spare moments writing more corre
spondence. In the high school Gleine
is able to give only a 20-minute pres
entation to seven students before the
bell rings and they rush off to their
next class. Gleine didn’t have time to
cover all the information she wanted,
but the guidance counselor at that
school was very interested and took
the time to talk.
Admission counselors meet many
high school guidance counselors
through the course of their work—
some are better than others. Some
barely take time to shake her hand or
merely send a student to show the col
lege representative where to set up.
Gleine praises the guidance counselors
who take an interest in what is new at
each college, know the names and
interests of their students, and make
an effort to turn the visit into an expe
rience from which the students will
benefit.
Likewise, high school students who
meet with admission counselors in or
der to cut class don’t earn high marks
with Gleine. And sometimes the
counselors’ best-laid efforts glean little
response. During the next stint of her
road trip, Gleine joined about a dozen
other college representatives in a small
college fair set up in a high school li
brary. A handful of high school stu
dents filtered by during their lunch
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hour and Gleine herself talked to three
girls interested in Otterbein’s nursing
program. It can be discouraging, says
Gleine. “I didn’t get to talk to the
counselor or even that many students.
Those I did talk to, I wasn’t able to
give a full presentation.”
But no time to dwell on such efforts
as Gleine searches the map for the
quickest route to the next high school
and the last visit on her two-day
agenda. She speeds along the two-lane
rural road hoping to not encounter any
slow-moving farm implements.
Gleine’s final stop on her two-day
journey lands her at a high school in
Union City where a dozen or so lessthan-wildly enthusiastic students are
gathered to collect college brochures.
Afterward, she turns the car back to
Otterbein, but not before stopping at
an out-of-the-way diner called Red
Ruth’s where they serve a great shrimp
dinner for under $5.
Looking back over the two days, six
high schools and one college fair,
Gleine points to the college fair as the
best of the two-day itinerary. “The rea
son being, there weren’t too many [stu
dents] at one time. I could spend time
talking thoroughly with each student
and I think that’s more beneficial for
the student. I’m used to going to
schools and just seeing the counselors
but there I was also seeing students.
Even if they don’t come to Otterbein
maybe something I’ve said will sink in
that helps in their college decision.”
“When I was in high school, I wish
counselors had given me that extra
little bit of advice. I’d rather tell stu
dents where to find information

Schmoozing with the high school guidance
counselor is all in a day’s work. Here Ned
Toms and Gleine discuss what’s new at Otterbein this year, the students who have expressed
interest in the College and, of course, where
Gleine can find a good place to eat.

they’re looking for rather than just say,
‘No, we don’t have it.”
But enough time spent on reflec
tion, it’s back into the car yet again for
the three-hour drive returning her to
Westerville. A traffic tie-up on 1-70
means Gleine hits Columbus right at
rush hour and even more traffic slow
downs on 1-270.
Finally she pulls into the parking
lot across from the admission office.
She will have time to check in at the
office, refill her trunk with Otterbein
literature and eat one meal at home
before hitting the road again.
She drives to Cincinnati that eve
ning and checks into another motel in
order to be at a high school by 7:30
the next morning.
n many ways, travel dominates the
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counselors’ lives as they study
maps, try to estimate travel time and
decide which motels are inexpensive
but safe places to stay.
“The car is my domain,” Gleine
states. “My life revolves around this
car four days a week.”
Thus the tricks of traveling are
bom, such as the towel trick. Anyone
who wants that morning cup of coffee
but doesn’t want to risk coffee stains
on their clothes before an early morn
ing meeting knows the towel trick.
The tidy traveler covers herself (or
himself—spills favor no gender) with a
bath towel from neck to knee, holding
it in place with the safety belt and
shoulder harness. Then no slopped

coffee or white powdered sugar from
doughnuts will mar the perfect attire.
“You feel really stupid the first time
you do it but it’s better than spilling
something on yourself,” Gleine ad
vises.
Other “war” stories from the road
include the mix-up of the two
Lakota’s, where an admission coun
selor arrived at a high school to dis
cover it had the right name but the
wrong school. She walked into Lakota
High School in West Chester for the
pre-arranged apointment only to find
out the arrangements for the visit had
been made with Lakota High School
in Kansas, Ohio.
The guidance counselor assured her
people often mix up the two, gra
ciously accepted the packet of infor
mation about Otterbein and offered to
reschedule a time for her to come back
and talk to students.
“In that situation, 1 tried to smooth
it over as best 1 could,” the admission
counselor explains. “I don’t want the
[guidance] counselor to feel they have
to take a lot of time out of their day to
talk to me. But I definitely will re
schedule and come back. That’s a big
school for us.”
She then placed a quick call to the
Lakota high school in northwest Ohio
that was expecting her. The guidance
counselor there also assured her the
mix-up was no problem. “I wondered
why a college rep would want to come
here,” he had laughed. “We only have
41 seniors. We don’t get many colleges
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to visit.”
There are other mishaps—hitting a
deer in the Gollege’s car, trying to find
North Olmstead High School which
had been relocated because of a major
fire, and trying to decide whether to
cross a teachers’ picket line for a col
lege fair.
Stabler, who had confronted the
striking teachers, says the picket line
did not turn out to be an issue when
he arrived at the high school because
the teachers had allowed the college
fair to take place. However, when he
was enroute to the fair and heard
about the strike on the radio. Stabler
says he had to question how to handle
the situation both personally and as a
representative of Otterbein.
“[Our counselors] never know what
they’re going to confront,” says
Stabler. “They need to be ready for
any presentation. They have to have
complete flexibility.”
And while they may get out of the
car on the weekends, the Otterbein
College admission counselors don’t get
away from the job. Even on the week
ends, they are catching up on paper
work that has piled up in their absence
and writing correspondence to all the
students they met while on the road.
Otterbein has a rolling application
process which means counselors proc
ess the applications as they come in so

students can know in two or three
weeks if they have been accepted.
“On the weekends you pretend to
have a social life,” Gleine smiles rue
fully. “I work six or seven days a week
because I get so into this stuff. I get to
the point where I have to force myself
to take time off.”
When she is on the road, if Gleine
has a few hours between appoint
ments, she sometimes will slip on her
sneakers and go for a walk in a park or
around a mall. She says that gives her
a chance to escape the confines of the
car, get some exercise and clear her
mind so she will be sharp and fresh
when she meets the next batch of stu
dents.
And for those 12 weeks of constant
traveling, there is always another
group of students waiting at the next
high school. ■

So this is what a college fair looks like...
When it comes to college fairs, Otterbein hosts one of the biggest in central
Ohio every fall. The Rike Center is opened up to nearly 200 college recruiters. The
names on table covers draped over the rows of tables include those as prestigious as
Harvard'Radcliffe, Bryn Mawr and Cornell and come from as far away as Wiscon
sin, Florida and Rhode Island.
This year the Otterbein College Fair was held Oct. 16 and about 4,000 people
herded through the Rike Center during the two-hour event, picking up literature
and talking to college representatives. Director of Admission Cass Johnson explains
Otterbein’s fair is popular with college recruiters because the students they see defi
nitely plan on attending college. It is popular with high school students and their
parents because there is such an array of colleges represented.
“The kids who come here are from suburban schools and are college-bound,”
Johnson says. “The students have pretty high college expectations and those are the
students colleges want to talk to. It kind of feeds on itself.”
David Warren, an admission counselor from West Virginia Wesleyan College,
credits Otterbein’s college fair as an excellent opportunity for most representatives
to talk to serious students. “There are good students in Columbus and this is a great
place to recruit in Ohio. As a city, Columbus is the place to recruit and this is a
good chance for representatives to see a lot of those students,” Warren says.
“This is a fantastic college fair,” Thomas Click, a recruiter from Bowling Green
State University, compliments the College and the admission staff. “Stabler does a
fantastic job and the people he has working with him are all good.” And they’re all
in place, performing their own particular duties.
The long evening begins in the parking lot long before the students arrive as
Otterbein students scurry back and forth, helping the visiting college representa
tives unload cases bulging with literature from their cars. Admission Vice President
Bill Stabler directs traffic.
Laughs Johnson, “You don’t often see a vice president parking cars.” Hey,
somebody’s got to do it. ■
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IMAGES
Introducing***our new bookstore
“More books!" cried the professors.“More convenience items!" pleaded the students. About
$150,000 and double the space later, the new, improved Otterbein College bookstore
opened to a flurry of activity at the beginning of fall quarter. Still located in the southwest
comer of the Campus Center, the bookstore has been leased to Brennan College Service
and features textbook sales (no more queuing in the basement each term), enhanced display
of retail items (Otterbein boxer shorts!) and a greater variety of school and office supplies
(yes, they still sell blue books) .What more could any campus community wish for!

(Vanetta Smith)
Bedecked in a Hcdbween theme (upper left), the bookstore entrance
is located where the storage room used to be. Sweatshirts to the front,
textbooks to the rear. Her sales counters gleaming (left), Barbara
Lindsey prepares for the next onslaught of customers between classes.
“When you care enough to send the very best... a greeting card for
the folks back home! (above)
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(David Henn)

(David Henn)
If it says “Otterbein,” you can buy it here.
Business ujos brusque the day of homecoming
(above left). A display of not'tO'be'foundelsewhere Otterbein memorabilia—t'shirts,
ties, and teddy bears among them (above).
And what would a bookstore be
without.. .books? The ever^popular Calculus
and Analytic Geometry keeps 'em coming
back for more (left).

(David Henn)
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RETROSPECTIVE

The Cormany Diaries: A Northern
Family in the Civil War features a
unique pair of diaries. One u^os kept by

Rachel Bowman from the autumn of
1858 through the summer of 1865. The
other was written by Samuel Cormany
from the spring of 1859 through the summer of 1865. Excerpted here are passages
from each reflecting life at then Otterbein
University in 1858-59.
Both diaries are rich sources of histori'
cal insight. Rachel’s diary by itself is an
even more fascinating document than
Samuel’s. Rachel was one of only a few
hundred women in the United States to
graduate from a coeducational college
prior to the Civil War, and her impres
sions of undergraduate life are valuable.
So also are her firsthand accounts of how
difficult it was for a single woman of the
common classes to establish secure place
for herself in antebellum America, even
with a college education.
Her diary contains several deft descrip
tions of rural family life in Ohio and
Pennsylvania that help peel away old gen
eralizations and expose the variety and
complexity that actually existed: good
marriages and bad, intergenerational
squabbling and bucolic harmony, public
spirit and narrow selfishness, religious
commitment and debilitating alcoholism.
Adapted and reprinted from The Cormany Diaries: A Northern Family in
the Civil War, James C. Mohr, Editor,
by permission of the University of Pitts

burgh Press, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15260.
© 1982 by University of Pittsburgh Press.
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The Diarists
Rachel Bowman had been bom
April 12, 1836, on her father’s farm
near the tiny agricultural hamlet of
Carlisle Hill in what was then called
Canada West (now the province of
Ontario). She had lived her early life
there before coming to the United
States to seek an education. She had
studied in the preparatory department
at Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio,
during the 1854'55 school year and in
Oberlin’s literary course during the
1855-56 school year, before persuading
her family to let her continue toward a
collegiate degree at Otterbein Univer
sity in Westerville.
In October 1858, as the surviving
sections of her diary begin, Rachel
Bowman was in the fall semester of her
senior year at Otterbein. She was 22
years old and quite stout. She had dark
hair, dark eyes, and plain features. She
lived directly across the street from the
College in a large house owned by her
father, Benjamin B. Bowman, located
at the comer of Grove and Main
streets. Benjamin Bowmen himself was
in Canada, tending to post-harvest
business and preparing to move his
family back there, but Rachel’s
mother, Mary Clemens Bowman, and
five younger sisters were in Wester
ville.
To finance their residence in
Westerville the Bowman women
opened their large house to student
boarders. Boarding was a common
practice in nineteenth-century Amer-

Oct. 50-Just as we entered town we
met SIX nuns... I wanted to convince
them of theiV error.
ica, particularly in college towns.
Westerville had a permanent popula
tion of 275 people at this time; Otterbein registered 267 students for the
spring term of 1859. Since the College
provided only a few dormitory rooms
and no food services whatsoever,
boarding was an important element of
the local economy. The Bowmans had
temporarily become hotel keepers in
order to allow Rachel to attend Otterbein. Notwithstanding Rachel’s fre
quent annoyance with many of the de
tails of this arrangement (she com
plains often about the division of labor
among the six sisters), it shows a re
markable commitment to education by
the Bowman family at a time when few
women were sent to college and few
colleges accepted them.
In addition to her five younger sis
ters, Rachel also had two brothers and
an older sister. According to Rachel’s
accounts, another sister had died at
childbirth.
Samuel Eckerman Cormany was
the son of Jacob Cormany, a Pennsyl
vania farmer, and Mary Eckerman
Cormany, Jacob’s third wife. Samuel
had grown up where he had been bom
May 24, 1838: on his father’s farm
eight miles north of Chambersburg in
the Cumberland Valley. Samuel had
four older half-sisters, two older halfbrothers and two younger sisters.
Samuel had also seen his parents lose
three children in infancy.
When Samuel’s father died in 1855,
the farm passed jointly to his mother
and his oldest half-brother, John. The
other siblings received modest cash
settlements, and Samuel decided to
use part of his inheritance to pursue a
college education. He enrolled at tiny
Mount Pleasant College, a United
Brethren school in Pennsylvania, but
the college closed during the economic
slump that followed the panic of 1857.
In the spring of 1859, he accompanied
several other Pennsylvanians who left
Mount Pleasant to enroll at the

nation’s only remaining United Breth
ren college, Otterbein University. He
was 21 when he began the diary pub
lished here, slightly under five feet six
inches tall, and he weighed a little
over 130 pounds. He had hazel eyes, a
light complexion and dark hair.
It is significant that these two
adults encountered one another at a
church-related school, for both Rachel
and Samuel were steeped in the tradi
tions of evangelical Protestantism.
Theologically the United Brethren
might be characterized as Germanic
Methodists; indeed, the United Breth
ren and the Methodists began to coop
erate closely after the Civil War and
eventually merged into the present
United Methodist church. Their per
sonal spirituality was intense, their
commitment to ethical behavior was
unwavering (some of the most dra
matic incidents in Samuel’s diary later
deal with his personal agonies over the
sale and use of alcohol), but their doc
trinal positions and their forms of wor
ship were remarkably flexible and tol
erant (the Cormanys frequently attend
the services of other evangelical de
nominations). Otterbein University,
founded by the United Brethren in
1847, was in no uncertain terms a de
nominational college.
Notwithstanding the important
ways in which Samuel and Rachel illu
minate the social history of nine
teenth-century America, their diaries
are ultimately most compelling and
authentic as individual statements.
Both writers have distinctive person
alities, and readers quickly come to
know them not as archetypes but as
unique individuals. These committed
evangelicals, for example, reveal re
deeming human frailties. Samuel
struggles with alcohol, ingratiates him
self with his superiors in order to real
ize his obvious ambitions, and has a
hard time resisting the urge to flirt.
Rachel has a tendency to complain,
takes offense easily, and often indulges
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her suspicion that the fates have con
spired to keep her in a station beneath
her merits. Both writers occasionally
disappoint themselves, one another,
and their readers. But on balance they
emerge as honest, admirable people
who deserve their victories as well as
their setbacks. In the end, it seems fit
ting that their war experience con
cludes with the greatest of their
triumphs in their own eyes: the preser
vation of their love and marriage un
der circumstances that strained the
spirits and broke the social relation
ships of many of the people around
them.
[Misspellings, some grammar and a few
missing words have been corrected in
Towers in the interest of readership.
Samuel often used dashes in lieu of com^
mas and periods, and Rachel’s punctua
tion was irregular. Both diarists occasion
ally capitalized words that would normally
he printed in lower case, and both diarists
frequently failed to capitalize the first
word of a sentence. Those singularities of
orthography and punctuation appear ex
actly as written in the book from which
this text was taken. Readers will note the
use of brackets to clarify or explain pas
sages. The editor of The Cormany
Diaries made use of footnotes in order to
do the same.]
Rachel at Otterbein
October 30, 1858—^June 26, 1859

Rachel’s diary opens when she is a
senior at Otterbein University and
continues through her graduation with
the antebellum equivalent of a B.S.
degree. Although the first entry rec
ords an excursion into Columbus, most
of this section is set in Westerville.
Most of the characters are Rachel’s
classmates or members of her house
hold.
Otterbein was founded in 1847 by
the Ohio Conference of the United
Brethem Church, but did not award its
first two baccalaureate degrees until

Dec. 1 am going to write my reso
lutions on a paper and carry them in
my pocket...
1857. In 1858 it conferred seven more.
Rachel’s class of nine seniors was the
third to complete one of the three col
lege courses—or majors—prescribed by
the Otterbein board of trustees. Rachel
was taking the science course, which
included modem subjects and was
taught in English.
Several of Rachel’s entries deal
with the social pressures of her senior
year. Her classmates were beginning to
pair off, but Rachel’s own relation
ships—with Wilberforce Boggs and
Jacob Burgner—turn sour. In the frus
tration of those relationships, how
ever, and in her acid comments on the
widower Hellane, Rachel reveals that
she has both strong views and high
expectations regarding marriage.

October 30, 1858
This morning we got up at 8 o’clock to
get ready to go to Columbus to market
for the purpose of seeing how it goes
there. Mr. Pennell [a fellow student],
Mother, Mary Miller [another fellow
student] and I were the ones that went.
We got to Columbus at about 9
a.m. Just as we entered town we met
six nuns walking two and two. I felt as
though I would like very much to talk
with them and convince them of their
error. Poor things, I pitied them.
We next came on Market Street,
and such a crowd of wagons and
people I scarcely ever saw before in
one place. On passing some turnips
Mother and I got dreadful hungry for
some. We wished to buy a few to eat,
and asked the man to sell us two or
three to eat. He laughed at us and told
us we might have as many as we
wished to eat for nothing and would
not accept our money. After we got
tired of market, we went shopping and
had quite a time at the auction store.
Got through shopping till dinner.
After dinner we with Mr. Wiebling

[friend of the Bowman family, from
Westerville] went to the asylums. [Ra
chel probably refers here to the Central

Lunatic Asylum, the State Asylum for the
Blind, and the Hospital for the Deaf and
Dumb, all located in Columbus. They at
tracted sightseers in part because of their
size and impressive architecture. More
over, it is believed many nineteenth-cen
tury Americans viewed such institutions
as reassuring symbols that their form of
government worked well to protect the
unfortunate and to solidify community
spirit.]
The hack went and left Mr.
Wiebling. They then came home with
us. We had six for one horse. Almost a
respectable Methodist load. Within
about a mile from home we met young
Mr. Wiebling on his way to Columbus
to fetch his parents. We got home safe
but were very tired. [The hack is a small

stagecoach. Westerville lay on the socalled State Road between Cleveland and
Columbus, so townsfolk could use the
regularly scheduled stage for transporta
tion to and from Columbus. Mr. and
Mrs. Wiebling (who had also gone to Co
lumbus for the day) had missed the depar
ture of the public coach so Rachel’s group
offered them a lift in their one-horse
buggy. Both Rachel and Samuel often re
fer to families and to couples simply by the
name of the male head of the house.]
October 5, 1858
[actually November]
This has been a very unpleasant rainy
day. Mother is sick this evening. I did
not go to society on that account. [The

Philalethean Society, a literary society for
undergraduate women at Otterbein. Lit
erary societies, which were common on
American campuses, functioned as jointstock library associations, providers of en
tertainment, debating and composing
teams, and proto-fratemties and sorori
ties . Much of the extracurricular college
life available to students like Rachel was
organized by and around these societies.]
Wrote a composition for tomorrow
morning. Received a letter from Ella
Chambers; she is going to come here
to school. I see that I have some influ
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ence. I got acquainted with her while
teaching in their district. Answered
her letter, and now am going to sew at
the little girls’ bonnets. Yesterday eve
ning instead of lecture. Dr. McFadden
tried chemical experiments, exploded
some powder on land, and some under
water. Had quite a time in getting the
rope across the stream. [Thomas

McFadden, M.D., was professor of natu
ral sciences and scientific agriculture at
Otterbein. He resigned from the faculty
during the Civil War to become an army
surgeon with the 46th Ohio, then re
turned to the College to occupy an en
dowed chair. He was professor of natural
sciences until his death in 1883. At the
time, Otterbein taught natural sciences
but also offered its students rudimentary
laboratory work and geology field trips.]
November 18, 1858
1 see it is quite a while since I last
wrote in my journal. Miss Chambers is
here now; we three room together,
that is Mary [Rachel’s sister]. Miss C.,
and I. Hope we will get along
well....Last Friday I was elected secre
tary in literary society. I am afraid I
won’t fill the chair well.
Saturday night M. Miller and I sat
up with a sick girl. Sewed nearly all
night. I have to read in “public” in a
week from Saturday. Those public ex
ercises do take me down dreadfully;
wish it was over. [The public recitation

of original essays was a standard peda
gogical technique in nineteenth-century
colleges.]
December 5, 1858
I have been contemplating on my
bad heart. Read some in Mrs.
Sigourney’s letters to her pupils. [Al
though her work is considered excessively

sentimental and moralistic by modem
standards, Lydia Howard Sigourney was
one of the most popular versifiers and au
thors of the nineteenth century. Among
her 67 published books was Letters to
My Pupils: With Narrative and Bio-

Jan. 20 - Had ciuite a nice talk with
Mr. 5. He asked for mij company
regularly -next session in the parlor
graphical Sketches, to which Rachel re
fers here.] Was reading of their amiable
dispositions. How I have to deplore my
unamiable one. By my horrid temper I
lose friends, but never gain any.
1 feel as though our family could
and would gladly spare me. 1 have
been accustomed to look on their
treatment as though they thought me
not smart and tried to impose on me,
and that is what made me act as I did.
I see now that is is my own doing.
Would to God that I could overcome.
I wish from my heart to be a true
Christian, to fit myself to do good. But
without that true love and pure reli
gion in my heart I cannot expect to do
much. 1 have made a resolution to act
so that my folks here can love me. I
am very easily discouraged naturally,
and am often only taunted when 1 ex
press it. But 1 expect if 1 would act
right all would be better.
I generally do the dress fitting and
. cutting and bonnet making. This year
I had to make two by fixing old foun
dations into new ones, which of course
did not look as well as new. The girls
(sisters) acted so about them that I felt
that I could almost pray to be deliv
ered from bonnet making. I think their
actions make the owners of the bon
nets dislike them as they do, when the
bonnets are plenty good enough. [The

Bowman women supplemented their in'
come by dressmaking and bonnet'making.
Sewing was an extremely common source
of extra money in bw'income households,
especially where daughters were still at
home. Sons could earn money outside the
home; daughers, at least in pre'industrial
towns like Westerville, generally could
not. Rachel will return to needlework,
first as a struggling newlywed with an un'
empbyed husband and then as a soldier’s
wife during the uiar.]
I am going to write my resolutions
on a paper and carry them in my
pocket, and mark it every time I don’t
come up to the mark, and also when I
do right at the close of each. It seems

to me that victory is sure.
Had missionary meeting this eve
ning. Prof. Walker addressed the soci
ety, advanced the idea of colonies emi
grating to evangelize the world. An es
say was also read by Mr. Garst. [Ralph
Manning Walker was professor of Latin
bnguages and literature in 1858. The

January 3, 1859

missionary society to which Rachel refers
was founded in 1852. The fact that the
United Brethren’s missionary secretary,
John C. Bright, resided in Westerville and
sat on the Otterbein board of trustees no
doubt helped sustain interest in foreign
missions among the faculty and students.
Otterbein functioned as the unofficial
headquarters for the United Brethren miS'
sionary effort around the world. The
“Mr. Garst” Rachel mentions is Henry
Garst, a felbw student and later professor
of Latin at Otterbein. President of the
College/rom 1886 to 1889, Garst pub'
hshed the first definitive history of the
school in 1907.]

ther of Otterbein but also pbyed a critical
rob in helping the Colbge through the fi'
nancially troubbd 1850s. His son, Ben
jamin Russell Hanby wrote the popular
antisbvery ballad “Darling Nelly Gray”
whib he was a sophomore at Otterbein.
The Hanby s’ house was just across Main
Street from the Bowmans’ house.] I felt

December 21, 1858
Have just returned from our Christmas
ride. We started from here at 10
o’clock Friday evening and went to
Columbus. We had intended to go to
Catholic church but we came too late
for the midnight church. We stayed at
a little market tavern till four in the
morning. When we went, the church
was very prettily fixed off; they had
about 322 wax candles on the rostrum.
Of all flowers and strange things, that
Catholic church had the most I ever
saw, and the priest has the most curi
ous actions I ever heard of.
After church we went to market,
which was very full. After we got tired
of that, we went back to our little ho
tel to warm and then went up on High
Street to do some shopping...We went
to the printing office, saw them setting
some type. We ran around a great deal.
We even went to the china store. We
had a great deal of fun.
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Have been attending my classes as
usual. Misses Smith and McClure paid
us a little visit. E. Walker [classmate

and next'door neighbor; daughter of Prof.
Walker] called too. She told me some
of the party at Mr. Hanby’s. [The Rev
erend William Hanby was a founding fa'

very much slighted and insulted by
their actions. Whenever they have any
sickness they can be here in a short
time to have us come and help them.
But at parties they never think of us
[and then] don’t feel quite right about
it and try to smooth it over presuming
we are so green and will take it all. If
they don’t want us there, just let them
hush up and not try to plaster it up af
terwards.

January 11, 1859
Yesterday was to Columbus, to a musi
cal concert by the continentals, four
gentlemen dressed in continental style,
or in the continental style of 1776.
They looked real pretty and sung real
well. One of them had the prettiest
hands for a gentleman I ever saw. I
cannot begin to enumerate the pieces
sung, but they were very good. We
went down in the omnibus. [The omni
bus ivos a large coach. The one intrO'
duced on the Westervilb'tO'Columbus
route in
and held

1859 was draivn by four horses
32 passengers.]

January 20, 1859
Schoo[ has cbsed now, passed through
all my examinations pretty well, better
than I expected. Last Saturday evening
was to a party at Prof. Walker’s. Had
quite a nice time...Mr. B. [Wilberforce
Boggs] brought me home. Had quite a

rfeb. 15^-of late, I have tfiougnt mucb
about missionary life. I pray Goo
daily to direct me.
talk after we came home. He asked for
my company regularly—next session
in the parlor. I granted it.

February 2, 1859
School has commenced today. Quite a
number of students are here, but not
all the old ones yet. 1 have my studies
made out; this session finishes my
school life for some time, perhaps for
ever.
Mr. Boggs has not called on me yet.
I am not going to give him a chance to
speak to me in public if 1 can help it. I
am going to test his sincerity, and if he
does as he did last session, he is awful
mean. It is worth considerable to get
to know a man. 1 judge him to be a
true-hearted man, and above mean de
ceit or coquetry, and just about the fel
low. But this session will tell and I bet
too, if he don’t fulfill all his promises
he will learn what I think. I am not
going to take such things from any fel
low. By the last interview I have ac
complished what I desired to, this long
time.. .1 am going to assert more inde
pendence and act more dignified now
and I am going to let Mr. Boggs under
stand that 1 can live without his atten
tions.
It has been raining all day. It has
made a fair start for school too I guess.
I am the only girl in the chemistry
class. 1 want to do my best and let the
world know that I can do as well as the
boys. I want to do well in all my
classes.
Evening. Already I have broken
over my above resolutions. [As Miss
Chambers and I were running an er
rand], Mr. Boggs caught up to us and
commenced talking to us so pleasant,
and laughing at our being out such a
rainy evening.

February 12, 1859
Am not well, am troubled with head
ache, have been all this week...Leah
and M.E. Spade went last night to sit
up with Mrs. Hellane who was sick

with consumption. They were there
but a short time when she died. The
old man (her husband), even while
she was in the agony of death, was
amusing himself with the pictures in
an agricultural book. And as soon as
she was dead, went and got his smoke
pipe, saying that he guessed that he
might smoke now again, that Mommy
did not allow him to; she could not
stand it. The old brute said too that he
thought he would wait one whole year
before he would get another wife. I
hope in my heart that he may never
get another; he is not fit to have one.
But if he does get one, 1 hope he may
get his match, one that will pay him
up in a measure at least.

February 19, 1859
.. .Of late, I have thought much about
missionary life. I think sometime that I
am yet to be one. I sometimes think of
talking to Miss Gilbert or say some
thing at class meeting, but then again
it seems to me that 1 am not good
enough to have so much money spent
for me, and were I good enough, am
perhaps not talented enough. I pray
God daily to direct me and make me
truly good and fit me for the place he
would have me occupy.

March 1, 1859
...Mr. J. Weaver addressed the peopk
here on the subject of temperance. Did
pretty we[l. At one time Mr. Dorcas
screamed out “Amen” when it was a[together out of place. It created quite a
laugh.
April 20, 1859
Mary and Leah started [home for Can
ada] yesterday morning. I have scarcely
a minute to run round or think. My
studies and work take up all my time. I
tremble when I think of my graduating
essay and clothes. I can’t see where or
when I can get time to write or sew. I
ought to have some time to read, but
that is out of the question. How I will
get along is more than I can tell. I did
not like for the girls to go on account
of the work but I only got snapped up
when I said anything. I sometimes
doubt whether I have a true friend in
the world. Those ever changing ones I
do not like. Religiously I get along as
usual. I feel as though I could desire
nothing more than be permitted to do
some good, would that my heart were
better. I desire to live right.
We have two more boarders, Penn
sylvanians. Right good fellows, I guess.

Undated
February 24, 1859
...This is a very pleasant and warm
day; it seems like spring. I have been
thinking very much about the mission
ary work, but the more I think of it the
more I feel that I must get better. I
would do some good. 1 cannot bear the
idea of being a mere blank in this
world, but if Christ help me not, I
shall not be able to accomplish any
thing. I feel that if I live as I ought, all
will be right. I took a walk down the
plank with some of the girls this eve
ning. Enjoyed very much. [The main
road to Columbus had been “planked”—
covered with wooden boards—in 1853 by

a private road company, which then
charged a toll for its use.]
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Do not receive letters from Mr. Boggs.
Don’t care either; he is not the man
for me. I guess it is best that it went as
it did.. .1 must study now and leave
writing.
May 18, 1859
Yesterday the geology class went out
on a geological excursion. There were
20 of us besides the teacher. We all
took our dinners along. Had the two
omnibuses to take us. Started at five in
the morning. We went to the Whet
stone first, which is just beyond
Worthington. Did not find anything of
importance so we went on farther, to
the Scioto at Dublin. We all got out of
the hacks and in one lot started up the

June 2^-Commencement is over. I
hl<ed mu Aress, hut was not so
well satisfied with m^ essau.
river. We walked along the river’s
edge, climbed the rocky mountainous
banks. In some places it was almost
impossible to get along, but the gentle
men were such good gallants and
helped us along.. .and helped us get
our specimens.. .We walked until we
were all nearly tired to death.
At nearly dinner time we all went
to the bus and got our baskets and
again took up our line of march up the
river until we got to some shady trees.
There we spread our cloths and laid
our dinners on and all sat round there
in a circle on the ground and ate.
After dinner we went up the river,
had to go over the worst, rockiest road
I ever saw. At some places we had to
leap from one rock on the other. Got
to one ravine, then went on further to
another. Walked nearly quarter of a
mile till we got to the upper end.
There was a very pretty clear spring of
clear, cold water at the way far end.
The walls on either side of the ravine
are nearly perpendicular. Two caves
were partly explored by some of our
company. We were very tired till we
got back to the buses. E. Walker lost
her duster. I forgot to speak about the
panorama. J. Burgner [Jacob Burgner,
fellow classfnate] took me down.
May 25, 1859

I am very irregular in writing my jour
nal. Last Saturday evening had quite a
talk with Mr. Boggs. 1 don’t like him
much. I think he could improve con
siderable yet, but he seems rather selfconceited, thinking that he is about
right. 1 often feel ashamed of myself
that 1 cannot keep up a more interest
ing conversation. I sometimes think
that perhaps let my love of fun carry
me too far. Religiously I am still not
any better. I often feel that 1 desire
very much to be entirely given up to
God. 1 want to do some good. I have
written some of my graduating essay

but know it not near finished yet.
Don’t know what 1 shall do; 1 fear I
won’t get my things ready.
June 2, 1859
Have been feeling bad for some time
and scarcely know about what. One
thing is that I expect I will have to
stay here this summer and teach some
where not far off. 1 expect it will all be
right. I pray God daily to guide me and
lead me into just such places as he
would have me go. I feel so much as
though there was not a soul in the uni
verse that cared for me. I have the
blues most awful bad in general and
about everything. It is very hard to
give up the idea of going to Canada.
Parents don’t know it, and I am not
going to tell them; if they say I should
stay, I will stay. Old matters too will
come up sometimes. I think of Mr. Kilboume very often. I still can’t get quite
over that, but guess it was for the best.
[l.B.Kilboume, Rachel’s first serious boy-

friend, still lived in Canada near the
Bowman’s home farm.]

have a thing to do with him. Sent all
old notes and stuff of his back that I
did not destroy. He looks rather down
today, but he need not think that I can
take all his impudence.
June26,1859
The commencement is all over now. I
left many things that I ought to have
written. Mr. Burgner and I are friends
but would have nothing to do with
him as a beau.
I had to work pretty hard to get my
things ready. Had to work till after
midnight some nights. I liked my dress,
but was not so well satisfied with my
essay. I thought I was not scared one
bit, but I must have been for all, for Sis
tells me that I was cheered and I never
heard it. I got along very well. I have
the satisfaction of knowing that my es
say was liked by some, by the Honor
able J.R. Giddings for one, although it
was not so entertaining to the crowd.
Nearly all the students have left. It is
beginning to get lonely.

June 5, 1859
Last evening, had a call from J.
Burgner. I dislike the man so that I can
hardly bear to talk with him. He is cer
tainly a verdant youth and as self con
ceited as he can be and horribly jeal
ous and sensitive. He tried to rake up a
fuss out of nothing. I let him under
stand a little what I thought of it. It
makes me feel quite indignant when I
think of it. Yesterday some of our
boarders were to Columbus. Mr. Cormany brought me the nicest bunch of
cherries. He is such a good fellow. He
tells me that he is going to be my good
brother since my sisters and brothers
have all left.

[Joshua R. Giddings was the first
avowed abolitionist to serve in Congress.
He was elected to the House of Represen
tatives by his northern Ohio district in
1838 and was continuoously reelected
until he decided to retire rather than run
again in 1858. As a warhorse of the antislavery cause, his willingness to deliver the
principal address made Rachel’s gradu
ation a notable event. Rachel’s speech,
her own copy of which has survived, was
a rather typical graduation piece : full of
generalized truisms, references to past
human achievements, and exhortations to
strive onward in the future. Rachel urged
her classmates to emulate Amos Law
rence, for his philanthropy, and Florence
Nightingale, for her selfless service to to
others during the recent Crimean War.]

June 8, 1859
I expect all is finished up with Mr.
Burgner. He said some things in notes
that were a little more than I could
bear so I just closed all up and won’t

Thus ends Rachel’s ivritings about her
days at Otterbein. After graduation, she
ventures to New York City and stays with
her brother while she seeks a job. After an
unsuccessful search, she falls back on the
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April, 15:55^ - Miss Rachel strikes me
as an exceptionally fine specimen of
young Christian womanhood.
support of relatives, friends arui co-re
ligionists in eastern Pensylvania. She fi
nally obtains a position as the sole teacher
in the Quakertown public school.
Samuel Comes to Ohio
Samuel’s diary opens with retrospec
tive summaries covering the period
from his arrival at Otterbein in the
spring of 1859 through the end of his
summer vacation. His affection for Ra
chel, in whose home he boards, is ap
parent from the outset.
April, 1859
1 left my old home in Franklin County,
Pennsylvania, for Otterbein University
at Westerville, Ohio, in April 1859 in
company of Tiras Enterline. We en
tered the spring term of O.U.
1 roomed and boarded at B.B. Bow
mans across from Saum Hall. We were
a jolly crowd, Tiras Enterline and I,
and Israil, Stephen and Job Light,
John Mutch, Jerry Nicklas and Mills.
The Bowman family are a whole
some lot. Clem and Amos away; Ra
chel, Mary, Leah, Susie, Lizzie and
Carrie. The last two, half grown,
bouncing, day school girls and Susie
about full grown. An evening party,
our first Saturday night, in the home
dining room. Students and family—
brought us all together and made us
better acquainted.
We enjoyed the new play “Conse
quences.” It occasioned fun, better
freedom in each other’s company all
around. How strange that Miss Rachel
and I should be several times mixed up
in Consequences! At once. Miss Ra
chel strikes me as an exceptionally fine
specimen of young Christian woman
hood. In fact, all the girls are decidedly
sisterly to me. Rachel seems somehow
just a little more so than the others. I
wonder why!
(A whisper! Miss Lydia Strock [a
young woman whom Samuel had courted
before leaving Pennsylvania] has for
years seemed to me the best and most

lovable girl in the world. But the last
night I was in her company, she said
she would never go west. Would never
go so far away from her parents. And I
responded, “Then I’d as well quit com
ing to see you. Since I’m pretty certain
to go west to educate, and most likely
would settle there.)
Well, Rachel seemed to me like one
who would go to the ends of the earth
with the man who won her love. But I
can scarcely hope to win her. I only a
prep and she graduates in June. IPrior

to the Civil War many American institu
tions of higher education, even those des
ignated universities, had preparatory de
partments or divisions. Hence, many
“university” students were actually seek
ing a level of education later provided by
separate high schools.] The Lord knows
best about such things, and I’ve been
committing all my ways to Him.
May, 1859

I enjoy student life and association and
my studies. I find close application to
study is not agreeing well with me. I
lack in the out-door-hustling I have
been accustomed to.
My old throat troubles are showing
up at times again. I do hope I do not
have “cankered sore throat” again—
and away from home. Lord help me!
May 24, 1859

This is my twenty-first birthday anni
versary. Yes! And I have been having
a fearful time with my throat. 1 had
thought I was forever cured of that
plague, but here the siege has been on
again.
The Bowman family—the sisters—
all have been so interested in me in
my illness. Especially Rachel, who
seems to be ever ready to do little
things to help me out, or when she is
crowded with her preparations for
graduation sets the others to doing.
Being away from home, and underpar and suffering and weak is not so
bad after all with such surroundings as
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this home affords, and especially with
Miss Rachel’s attentions and interest. I
am able withal to keep up all my stud
ies. Had to miss some recitations, but
on examination passed after all.
May30,1859
1 have so many such good talks with

Miss Rachel these days in social and
religious topics. She says I help her so
much in her religious life. On matters
of common life as social beings we
agree so fully too. Some way we hap
pen to get together quite frequently,
and have talks on the most important
problems of life—social, intellectual
and spiritual.
May 31, 1859

I have written Miss Lydia Strock that I
wish her to hand to my sister Sarah my
picture locket in her possession and
that my future home and work is to be
chiefly in the west, and that I surely
wish for her a happy and most useful
life in the east.
June, 1859

Commencement over and past! Miss
Rachel Bowman read a good address.
Original, fresh sound, just what one
would expect of a lady of her make-up.
Her passing appearance and manner
throughout were winning. Strikingly
modest and unassuring though im
pressing one with decided force of
character.
How nice does seem this vacation
freedom. Free from constant hard
study and also more free to associate
with the family of girls, and it happens
some way that Miss Rachel and I quite
often meet, so unexpectedly and on
the hall stairway, and have time to sit
on the wide steps and talk over our
past studies and future prospects.
Most of the students have gone
home. I decide to spend the long vaca
tion in Ohio.
George Beam, Jacob F. Wilt and I
decide to do up southern Ohio and

Sept.
old desire to ^^o
west and grow up with the country
comes laohbing up...
canvass to pay our expenses and add to
our treasury.
We buy commercial note paper by
the ream. Envelopes by the thousand.
Steel pens and holders and lead pen
cils by the gross, and large envelopes
by the thousand. Then together we
place into a large envelope: 24 sheets
of paper (different kinds), 24 enve
lopes, two steel pens, a pen holder and
lead pencil with eraser. We sell the
package for 25 cents, costing us 12
cents.
We rushed business and sight-see
ing as well. Operating in Springfield,
Xenia, Lebanon, Dayton, Urbana,
Cincinnati, Covington and Newport,
Kentucky, and whenever special
sights, scenes, doings, etc., came up
anywhere we were free to take a day or
days and nights off from business to
enjoy them. At the close of vacation
we were ready again to take up college
work. I had $90 net profits, besides the
instruction, pleasures and experiences
incident to such an employment of
time.

up and increases whenever sedentary
life takes a tight grip on my physical
structure, and makes my studies a kind
of bore. Now 1 am hearing incidentally
of openings in Missouri for young felbws.
Mr. Bowman has some land inter
ests in Macon County, Missouri, and
by the way, Mr. and Mrs. Bowman
seem to me to be favorable to my at
tentions to their daughter Rachel.
Honest John! 1 begin to hope 1 may
become acceptable to her ladyship.
Miss Rachel herself, in course of time.
She certainly gives me indications that,
she cares a good deal for me.

Samuel’s restlessness cannot be overcome
and in November he decides to leave Ot'
terbein with the intention of using his in
heritance to establish his own farm in
Missouri. He also decides to go east to ask
Rachel to marry him and share that new
life, m

September 1859
So September found us glad to resume
at O.U. SURE! 1 am glad to return to
the Bowman Home. And—1 whisper
it—delighted to come into closer com
munication with Miss Rachel, for
whom, 1 actually admit I entertain
what 1 suppose is called love, but being
so far away, my superior in college edu
cation, I dare scarcely hope for actual
return, were I to declare my feelings
and desires and actual longings.
The Lord knows all and if He wills
it, the way will be made open and
clear, and I may win the heart and
hand of this charming woman.
I have a good many drawbacks to
my studies. My throat and nerves give
me much trouble so that 1 almost de
spair of being able to go through with
my intended college course.
My old desire to “go west and grow
up with the country” comes bobbing
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CLASS NOTES
Compiled by Carol Define

1941
Paul W. Kirk was awarded life

been re-elected to a four-year term on
Otterbein’s board of trustees.

membership in the Lion’s Club by the
president of the local Canal Fulton
Club of which he is the chaplain.

1946
William T. Buckingham currently

1943

Norman Dohn, professor emeritus of
journalism at Ohio University, has

holds the management chair in the
school of business at the University of
Rio Grande, Ohio. Prof. Buckingham
and wife Dorothy reside in Sunbury,
Ohio.

1947

Emily Clark Brown and husband
Gardner Brovm have retired from
teaching careers at Kings High School
in Warren County. They currently live
in Lebanon, Ohio.

1950

Robert Webb was assigned to Oak
Street United Methodist Church in
Dayton.

'47 Grad Trained with George Bush
Leslie Mokry '47 knew he
trained with a George Bush as a U.S.
Naval aviator during WWIl, he just
didn’t realize it was the George Bush
until then-candidate Bush was intro
duced at the 1988 Republican conven
tion.
According to a story published in
the Lebanon, Ohio, Western Star,
Mokry remembered the young naval
pilot as having two middle names, so
when Bush was introduced in New Or
leans as George Herbert Walker Bush,
Mokry dug through old photos and,
sure enough, came upon a very young
likeness of our country’s next presi
dent.
Mokry had completed three years at
Otterbein when he enlisted in the

U.S. Navy in 1942. He was among a
group of eight commissioned ensigns
who completed training at the Fort
Lauderdale Naval Air Training Center
in Florida in 1943.
After the War, Mokry returned to
Otterbein to finish his degree. He mar
ried Marilyn Steiner Mokry '49
and they have two children, Leslie
'72 and Jana '74,
Mokry says he wrote the President a
letter and enclosed a copy of the pho
tograph. He received a call from an
aide and later, a Christmas card from
the President and Mrs. Bush.
In the photograph, Mokry is pic
tured second from the left in the front
row. Bush is second from the right in
the back row.

1951

John H. Baker, a 3 5-year veteran of
BancOhio National Bank and the
Zanesville area’s president since 1981,
has retired.

Glenn Waggamon is director of
CCOM-East Ohio in charge of confer
ence camping program. Wife Edna

CPolly) Pollack Waggamon
'S2 has served as the Canton District
United Methodist Women’s vice presi
dent for four years.

J953

Jerry Neff has received a full-time
appointment to the University of Dayton in the department of teacher edu
cation. He will be responsible for
mathematics education.

1954

Barbara Redinger Davis was ap
pointed by Bishop Woodie White to
membership on the World Methodist
Council, a 500-member body from 64
separate Methodist and related United
churches in 90 countries worldwide.
The Council convenes the quinquen
nial World Methodist Conference at
tended by some 3,000 appointed dele
gates. The next conference will be
held in Singapore. Husband David C.
Davis '55 will be a delegate to the
Conference.
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Dayton Alumni Celebrate ‘'HowUoiveen'

1955

Beverly Teeter Altheuse, a 22'
Over 60 Dayton area alumni converged
on the Schlientz and Moore Funeral Home
in Centerville, Ohio, for a howling good
Halloween party in early November. The
event was hosted by Jim Moore '62,
wife Pam and son Gary. Milford Ator
'41 joined authentic banjo and “thing-ama-jig” players for musical entertainment.
Lois Coy '24 was honored as the
“elder otter” while Dove Crippin '66
and Suollon Cochrane Wossem '66
were recognized as “baby otters.” Helen
Hilt LeMoy '47 won distinction for
“first in line for seconds.”
Planning committee members include
Harold Augspurgor '41 and wife

Grace Bvrdge Augspurgor '39,
Earl and Mary Baker (parents), Dorothy
Allsup Harhach '38, Virginia
Jeremiah Garcia '41, and Jim and

year employee of the Crawford School
District, was a recipient of the em
ployee of the year award. She lives in
Bucyrus, Ohio.

1957

John R. Howe, professor of His

“It’s been too long,’’ says Milford Ater as he
greets Virginia Garcia at the Dayton gather'
ing. That’s Dorothy Harbach in the back'
ground, chatting with a friend, (photo by Jack
Pietila)

Pam Moore.
Others who attended were Bill LeMay '48, Bob AIrhart '35 and wife
Wahnita Strahm AIrhart '36, Bob Arledge '55 and wife Gall Bunch
Arledge '56, Dick Bridgman '49 and wife Carolyn Boda Bridgman
'50, Connie Crippen, Ted Croy '30 and wife Mabel, Glanna Hammer
Earnest '51 and husband Jim Earnest '52 and daughter Dorothy, Kay Ay
ers Fraxler '62 and husband Ron, Lucy Jane Layer Jacoby '47 and hus
band Byron, Sanford Lauderback '64 and wife Carolyn, Goorgo Liston
'52 and wife Jane Devers Liston '52, Howard Longmire '55 and
wife Virginia PhlllIppI Longmire '55, Donna Love Lord '39, Ed
Montzer '58 and wife Connie Myers Mentzer '60, Frank Puderbaugh '30 and wife Vivian, Veda Mae Baskett Salyer '40 and husband
Arthur, and Ken Shively '50 and wife Marie.
Joining the group from the College were Director of Development Jack Pletlla
'62 and wife Mary Jean Bamhard Pletlla '61, and Alumni Coordinator
Greg Johnson and wife Mary.

tory at the University of Minnesota,
and his brother, Charles, of Boulder,
Colo., wish to announce the establish
ment of an endowed scholarship to
honor their parents, J. Ruskin and
Mary Elizabeth Howe. Dr. J. Ruskin
Howe was president of Otterbein Col
lege from 1939 through 1945. His
widow, “Betsy,” is currently residing at
the Otterbein Retirement Community
in Lebanon, Ohio. Those desiring to
contribute to this scholarship may
send their contributions to the Devel
opment Office, Otterbein College,
Westerville, 43081.

Lois Vore has accepted the position
of biology instructor at Mansfield Uni
versity in Mansfield, Pa.

1958

Marlene Lenhardt Finney is
employed as an administrator working
for community-based services for the
elderly and disabled with the State of
Kansas.

1959

Lee Elsass has retired from the edu
cational field after 31 years. He had
been the principal of East School in
Greenville, Ohio, for the last 11 years.

Gary N. Termeer retired as profes
sor of fire science at Columbus State
Community College. He is now work
ing as an administrative coordinator
for the Ohio Emergency Medical Serv
ice Advisory Council and as safety co
ordinator for Setterlin Construction
Company.

1959

Dale Cravrford and wife Betty still

Host Jim Moore (left) enjoys a quick visit with
and San LxLuderback. (photo by Jack Pietila)

(L-R) Carolyn and Dick Bridgman, and Carolyn
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enjoy traveling. They own a mountain
home in Western North Carolina.
They have three college-age children.

Tom LoBlanc has opened the “Just
in Time” antique shop in downtown
Newark, Ohio. Wife Nancy Greer
LeBlanc '61 is a sixth grade teacher
at North Elementary School.

Chuck Lembright is working at
the Gulfport High School in Missis
sippi, teaching drama and speech.

I960

James Earnest, a former FBI
agent, has been named Jerrold Com
munications’ director of security. He
and wife Barbara will be living in the
greater Philadelphia area.

1962
Paul R. Gutheil, a family physician
with Family Practice West, Inc., was
granted board certification in general
practice. In addition. Dr. Gutheil re
cently was appointed clinical assistant
professor in the department of family
medicine at The Ohio State Univer
sity.

Alumnus Leads OSU
Singing Group to Top
The Ohio State University’s Men’s
Glee Club, directed by James Gal
lagher '63, was named “Choir of
the World” in July during an interna
tional competition in Wales.
Over 100 choirs from 32 countries
competed at the 44th annual Interna
tional Music Eisteddfod in Llangollen
but the Ohio State group won the
unanimous decision of nine judges in
the “final four” competition, making
them the first male chorus ever to win
the event.

1963

Gary E. Dolk was recently installed
as chairman of Area XII, American
Guild of English Handbell Ringers
(Nevada, California and Hawaii).
Delk has developed handbell programs
for the public schools at the junior and
senior high school levels.

1964

David A. Brown, Ph.D., is pres
ently living and working in Cape
Coral, Fla.

Lovelace is President of Professional Group
Linda D. Lovelace '70 was re
cently elected president of the Na
tional Association for Court Manage
ment (NACM) at its 1990 annual
meeting. Lovelace is administrator of
the Butler County Common Pleas
Court, Division of Domestic Relations,
in Hamilton.
An honorary lifetime member of
the Ohio Association of Municipal
Court Clerks, Lovelace has served on
NACM’s board of directors in various
capacities.
Lovelace became the first woman
court administrator in Butler County
in January 1987. She also has served as
clerk of courts for the county.
She currently is participating in the
Court Executive Development Pro-

1965

gram of the Institute for Court Man
agement of the National Center for
State Courts.

Jim Walsh is a production engineer

vice president and general manager of
Maxus Marine.

for Honeywell, Inc.-marine systems di
vision in Everett, Wash.

Janet Roll is president of the Ohio

1966

Section of the Mathematical Associa
tion of America (MAA) for this year.
The section is 75 years old this year
and she is the second woman presi
dent.

Jim MIskImen was named radio sta
tion manager of WNMU-FM at
Northern Michigan University in
Marquette. He was a contributing
writer on a textbook dealing with ra
dio production published by Focal
Press. Daughter Julie was selected for
Who’s Who Among American High

School Students.

Roy E. Palmer received his Ph.D.
from The Ohio State University in vo
cational education, comprehensive
program. Dr. Palmer is currently vice
president of Hocking Technical Col
lege in Nelsonville, Ohio. He and wife
Esther Burgess Palmer '67 live
in Logan, Ohio, with their four chil
dren, Marc, 18, Seth, 17, Whitney, 13,
and Zachary, 9.

1967
Bruce W. King is an assistant pro
fessor of mathematics at Westfield
State College in Massachusetts.

Jef# Olsen has been named to a
newly created position of senior vice
president of Marketing for US Marine.
Olson joined US Marine in 1987 as

1969

Larry J. Evans received his Ph.D.
in Theater Arts from UCLA. He is an
assistant professor of communication
arts and director of theater at the Uni
versity of Wisconsin-Marathon Center
in Wausau, Wis.

Kathy Cunningham Woodward
is an attorney with the law firm of
Shumaker, Loop and Kendrick. Hus
band Mark is a physical therapist at
Mercy Hospital in Toledo. Their son,
Ian, is in the second grade.

1970

Botsy Bridwoll works as an aca
demic counselor in the Jackson School
of International studies at the Univer
sity of Washington in Seattle. She as
sisted the People to People organiza
tion of Spokane with a business dele
gation to the Soviet Union this sum
mer.

Jerry Klenke was appointed to the
position of director of the division of
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teacher education and certification.
Dr. Klenke joined the Ohio Depart
ment of Education in February 1988 as
an educational consultant in the Divi
sion of Educational Services.

1973

Miriam Rugh Davisson has
joined Wooster Printing & Litho, Inc.,
as a typesetter/computer operator in its
graphic arts department.

1975

Julianna Witsberger Houston
assumed chair of the Academic Library
Association of Ohio support staff
interest group. She has co-authored an
article for the new library journal, Li
brary Mosaics, titled “We Are All Pro
fessionals.” She also had received an
outstanding leader award recognizing
her extensive work for the Helen
Crane Service Unit of the Girl Scouts
of United States of America.

Christine Warthen Jotto is a reg
istered nurse working at TopekaShawnee County Health Agency. She
also is working on her master’s degree
in health education at the University
of Kansas in Lawrence.

Jeff Liston has joined the law firm
of Thomas Tyack and Associates in
Columbus.

Tom Oliva was promoted to vice

Cheryl Garges Reynolds became

president of sales for Maxwell Communizations Graphic Group.

a certified professional secretary after
passing the six-part CPS exam. Cheryl
is vice president of the North Dallas
Chapter of Professional Secretaries In
ternational and serves on the PSI
Northeast Texas Area Council of rep
resentatives.

Both Machlan Sharp was awarded
the master of science degree in genet
ics from Trinity College in Dublin, Ire
land. Her field of research was retinitis
pigmentosa, a genetic eye disorder
wkich leads to blindness. Her husband,
Di. Paul Sharp, is a lecturer at the
uriversity’s department of genetics and
is also an associate professor at the
University of Texas. Her address is 37
The Elms-Mt. Merrion Ave. Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland.

1977

1978

Tom Forman, North Union High
School’s vice principal and athletic di
rector for the past four years, was
named the school’s new principal.

1979

Lynette Harville Nadal gradu

Robecca L. Becker graduated from
Medical College of Ohio, with a medi
cal doctor degree. She has started her
in:emal medicine residency in Kala
mazoo, Mich.

L. Daniel Hawk recently joined
the faculty of Centenary College in
Shreveport, La., as an assistant profes
sor of Religion. He completed his
Ph.D. in Old Testament studies from
Enory University in Atlanta.

ated from Arizona State University
with a Ph.D. in curriculum and in
struction with an emphasis in English
as a second language. She is currently
an assistant professor of English at
Northwood College in West Palm
Beach, Fla.

Patricia Buchanan Pierpeint

Louise Rynd has been named gen
eral counsel to handle the Pennsylva
nia Bankers Association’s legal affairs.
She joined the association in 1982 as
resident counsel, primarily working in
government relations.

works as a guidance counselor for the
Westerville City Schools.

Mike Wilhelm has joined Robin
Enterprises Co., Westerville, as a sales
representative for new color commerical printing accounts.

Sharon Williams-Webb and her
family are still living in Anchorage,
Alaska. She is a therapist at South
Central Counseling Center.

1980

Linda Eberst Dorsten has been
appointed an assistant professor of so
ciology at Elizabethtown College in
Lancaster County, Pa.

Kathleen Lafferty Strine has
been named director of nursing at
Ashland, Ohio, Manor Nursing Home.

1981

A Return of Royalty

Doann Donaugh Long is the new

Recognize these former Otterbein homecoming queensl (L-R) Rebekah Medaugh
Carlisle ’81, Shonda Keckley *86 and Juanita Qardis Foltz *48 returned to their alma
mater to be featured in the 1990 homecoming parade. The three later reigned over the foot
ball game (Cardinals over Marietta 24-23) from special seats in die President’s Box.

est staff member at the Sulphur Grove
United Methodist Church in Dayton,
Ohio, as the minister for Christian
Education.
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Evan MacKenzie (Toby
Uchtman) has completed his second

Notice to Donors

starring role in the motion picture
“Children of the Night,” which is due
for theatrical release in January. He
has studied classically at the profes
sional actors training program at the
University of Washington. He has
worked in many regional theatres
which include Los Angeles Theatre
Center, the Mark Taper Forum, New
Mexico Repertory and Actors Theatre
of Louisville. He is also a founding
member of the Shakespeare FestivalL.A., now in its fifth season as a full
professional company.

Many persons make contributions
to Otterbein using appreciated securi
ties—an excellent form of gift. Donors
who wish to make such a gift are re
quested to consult with the College’s
development office prior to making
their gift. Our investment advisers
have asked us to follow certain proce
dures that will enable us to manage
gifts of securities more effectively.
Your help will be appreciated.

1985

Wilmington College.

1982
Barbara Bidwell Gray is pres
ently employed by two medical doctors
at Riverside Methodist Hospitals, Co
lumbus.

Ohio, has received the juris doctor de
gree from Ohio Northern University.

Sharon Frisbee Wilson is cur
rently a member of the Sacramento
Symphony Chorus.

1986

Chorlo O'Donnoll-Curley is cur
Rick Harle received a master’s de
gree in Educational Administration
from The Ohio State University. He is
teaching health and physical educa
tion at Buckeye Valley High School.
Wife Sonya Spangler Harle '84
received a master’s degree in early,
middle childhood education from
Ohio State. She teaches third grade at
Olentangy School.

1983
Kay Atkinson Ball recently joined
Mount Carmel Medical Center as di
rector of laser program services. She
has also authored several books on la
ser usage.

1984

H. Frank Swinford has been
named assistant plant manager at Grif
fin Wheel Company, Columbus plant.

Cynthia Osborn Thaman was or
dained as an Elder and admitted into
membership in full connection with
the West Ohio Conference of the
United Methodist Church. She will
serve as associate pastor of Church of
the Saviour United Methodist in
Westerville.

year of study at The Ohio State Uni
versity College of Dentistry. She is ac
tively involved in ASDA and the
American Association of Women
Dentists.

1988

Stovon A. Davis of Cardington,
Ohio, has received a teaching fellow
ship from Purdue University in West
Lafayette, Ind. He also will work on a
master’s degree in French.

Patricia Brodin Grant was pro

Allison M* Dixon of Chillicothe,
Dan Pohl is the alumni director at

Carrie M. Logsdon is in her final

rently a pilot for United Airlines. She
was hired as a Boeing 727 flight engi
neer and has now upgraded to a first
officers position on a Boeing 737-300.
The 737 is the new advanced glass
cockpit airplane.

moted to senior benefit analyst at
MCA (Managed Care Administrators)
in San Diego, Calif.

Dobra K. Lamp is the director of
greek organizations/hall director at
Capital University in Columbus. She
graduated from Bowling Green State
University with two master’s degrees,
counsel in, and college student person
nel.
Tammy Roborts of Dublin, Ohio,
was recognized by the Central Ohio
Public Relations Society of America as
“Rookie of the Year.” She is a public
relations assistant for Bob Evans Farms
Inc.

Michael E* Huston received a doc
tor of philosophy degree from The
Ohio State University. He will begin a
post-doctoral research position at
Ohio State in the areas of organic
chemistry and materials science. Wife

1989

Angola Hoovor is employed by the
Hyatt Hotels as a guest relations agent.
She lives in Sunbury, Ohio.

Lisa A. Collins Huston '88
Dolla lozzi teaches all levels of jun

passed her general examination and
admission to candidacy for the Ph.D.
degree at Ohio State. Lisa will work
toward the completion of her major in
analytical chemistry.

ior and high school Spanish at St.
Peter’s High School in Mansfield,
Ohio. She is also the “Odyssey of the
Mind” coach for the high school.

Dobblo Kotner was recently hired
by SOS Productions, Inc., of Colum
bus as an operations coordinator.

Laura Guy Nash is a graphic artist
for the Murfin Division which is lo
cated in Columbus.

1987
Jacguolyn S* Jonos received her

Holdl Youngon is the assistant of

master’s degree in school psychology
from James Madison University in
Harrisburg, Va. She currently is en
rolled in the educational specialist pro
gram in school psychology at J.M.U.
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travel operations for Youth for Under
standing International Exchange at
their international headquarters in
Washington, D.C.

TRIP TO HAWAII
MARCH 21 - MARCH 28 1991

ONE WEEK HAWAII TWO ISLANDS
OAHU and MAUI
$1134.00*
INCLUDES:
*
Roundtrip air from Columbus, Ohio
*
Superior First Ciass Hoteis
Oahu: Waikiki Beachcomber 3 nights
Maui: Royal Lahaina Resort 4 nights

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Lei Greeting upon arrival in Honoiulu
1/2 day city tour of Honoiuiu
inter island airfare
Economy car for 4 days on Maui
1/2 day Maui island tour
All Airport and Hotei taxes
Continental breakfast briefing
Porterage two bags per person

Come join us for a week of relaxation
Meet old friends and make new friends.

Cali: 1 800-258-1424 for a compiete brochure
Biil Gornaii: Ciass of 67

*Price based per person double occupancy
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MILESTONES
BIRTHS
Birth in the Family?
If there is a birth in your family, please let
us know. Not only will the announce^
ment be included in Class Notes, but the
Otterbein Alumni Relations Office will
send your son or daughter a complimen
tary bib making him or her an official
“Little Cardinal from Otterbein.”

J983

Robin Mcle Kocher and husband
Jeffrey, a daughter, Lydia Marie, bom
Aug. 10, 1990.

1979

Donald Brough and wife Karen
Horn Brough '80, a daughter. Oh
ivia Louise, bom July 10, 1990. She
joins sister Ariel Ann, 2.

P. Kim Bodell Coleman and huS'
band Bill, a son, Michael William,
bom Dec. 16, 1989. He joins sister Al
lison, 4-

Sharon Williams Wehh and hus

Valerie DeVore Yurich and hus
band Jack Yurich '84, a son.
Brock Tyler, bom May 1, 1989. He
joins sister Mackenzie, 4%

1984

Lee Anne Bookmyer Carroll
and husband Jeff, a son, Clayton
Robert, bom July, 24, 1990.

band Dan, a daughter, Rachel Kay,
bom June 19, 1990. She joins brother
Adam Daniel, 3.

Sandy Ramsey Kimmel and
husband David Kimmel '85, a

Elaine, a son, Robert Wesley. He joins
brother Joey, 3.

1980
Lori McCullen Parr and husband

Caroline Blamble Sanford and

1973
Don Foster and wife Sharon, a

Clayton, a son, Nathan, bom May 25,
1990.

1972

J.W. (Pete) Grauer and wife

daughter, Kristen Elizabeth, bom June
11, 1990.
band, a son, David Lester, bom July 1,
1990. He joins sister Erica Teresa, 13,
and brother Matthew, 4.

1975
Karla Jones Smith and husband
Michael, a son, Benjamin Andrew. He
joined the Smith family on June 3,
1990.

husband Christopher, a daughter,
Kelly Anne, bom May 6, 1990. She
joins brother Robert, 20 months.

LuAnn Ray Riley and husband

1982

D. ScoH Clark and wife Kendra
Martin Clark, a son, Adam Martin,
born April 18, 1990. He joins sister
Courtney, A/i.

Rick Harle and wife Sonya
Spangler Harle 'B4, a son, Tylor
Jordan, bom June 12, 1990.

Joe, a son, Christopher Ross, born
April 3, 1990. He joins sister Laura
Beth.

husband, Mirl, a son, Zachary Mirl,
bom May 14, 1990.

son, Daniel John, bom May 3, 1990.

Richard A. Shank and wife Julie, a
daughter, Jessica Ashley, bom Sept. 5,
1990.

Susan Leonard Holbrook and

Mark Johnson and wife Deborah
Hillis Johnson '84, a daughter,
Lauren Elizabeth Mae, bom May 31,
1990. She joins brother Evan Ray
mond, 2.

Timothy Potts and wife Lisa
Meacci Potts '83, a daughter,
Emily Rose, born Dec. 27, 1989.

1978
Betsy Martin Harvey and hus'
band Jeff, a daughter, Jillian Elizabeth,
born March 6, 1990. She joins twin
brothers Jacob and Zachary, 4.

Denise Deal Memburg and hus

1981

1976
Lizotto Paul Peters and husband
1977
L. Daniel Havrk and wife Linda, a

husband Don, a son, Ethan Michael,
bom March 10, 1990.

band Scott, a son, Carey Dacanay,
bom May 17, 1990. He joins brother
Zachary Michael, 4- •

Leslie Olmstead Mertens and
Carrie Stroup Moncrief and bus-

son, Benjamin Lee, bom Sept. 2, 1990.

Julia Hints Smith and husband
Dan, a son, Conner William, bom
August 2, 1990.

Aron, a son. Shannon Scott, bom Jan.
21, 1989.

Lori Plummer West and husband
Gary, a daughter, Kathryn Christine,
bom May 10, 1990. She joins brother
Matthew, 1.

1986

Karen Gibson Davis and husband
Jeff, a son, D.J. (Donald Jon), bom
Aug. 14, 1990. He joins brother Vin
cent.

Heide Matzke Kellett and hus
band Andrew, a son, Thomas Andrew,
bom July 3, 1990.

1987

Becky Barnes Harris and husband
Dan Harris '88, a son, Adam Mi
chael, bom Feb. 1, 1990.

1988

Polly Huston Ekin and husband
Brad Ekin '89, a son, Caleb
Richard, born Sept. 15, 1990.

Lori Ricevuto Moore and hus
band Richard, a daughter, Samantha
JoAnn, bom July 3, 1990.
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1984
MARRIAGES Julia
T. Slack

Patricia K. Brodin to Jeff C. Grant
to Kevin L. Kline on

March 31, 1990.

1965

Jim Walsh to Theda Pennington on
July 7, 1990.

1978

Carolyn Donoghue to Greg
Huffer '89 on June 30, 1990.

1985

Paul L. Martell to Kimberly
Johnson on Jan. 5, 1990.

Jane Dugan to Joseph R. Amato on

Patricia Royer to Jeffrey Nashar on

March 17, 1990.

Sept. 8, 1990.

1979
Karen Blythe to Mark Mango on

Jeffrey D. Stewart to Theresa M.

Feb. 17, 1990.

on April 28, 1990.

Dillon on June 20, 1990.

Shannon Miller to Julie Hetzel
'90 on June 30, 1990.
Kez Ward to C. David Mitchell
'89 on Nov. 3, 1989.

1989

Kimberly K. Allen to Daniel
Wolford '90 on Aug. 8, 1990.

1981

1987

Christina Fehrman to Paul Demas

on June 30, 1990.

on June 23, 1990.

M. Long on May 26, 1990.

Patricia A. Fott to Joseph D. Geary

DeAnn D. Donaugh to Kenneth
Dan Pohl to Kimberly Younkin on
June 30, 1990.

1982

Amy L. Conrad to Mark S. Levine
on July 28, 1990.

Dine A. Guanclale to Christina L.
Yannon on June 2, 1990.

Randy Rogers to Lisa Raines on
May 5, 1990.

Dawn Caldor to Rob Rode '90

on June 24, 1990.

Robert Finney to Wendy
McWhorter on July 21, 1990.

Stephanie R. Haney to Timothy
J. Gerckens '88 on Dec. 6, 1988.

Laura L. Guy to Slater C. Nash Jr.

Tim O'Neal to Tracey Bowman on

Michael Hicks to Paula Tankovich

June 1, 1990.

Laurie Zintel to Laurence Landon
on June 23, 1990.

1988
Susan Bedell to Todd Miller on

on Aug. 18, 1990.

on July 26, 1990.

Kelly Patrick to Tom McMillen on
May 12, 1990.

Kevin Streus to Kathy Conte
'90 on Sept. 1, 1990.
Michael S. Thomas to Tracy L.

Oct. 7, 1989.

McCalla on Aug. 25, 1990.

1990

Former Alumni
Presidents Meet

Michelle L. Brown to John P.
West on Sept. 8, 1990.

Fourteen former presidents
of the Alumni Association met
over Homecoming weekend to
establish a "Presidents Coun
cil.” The group will serve as an
adjuTwt "brain trust” for
Alumni Council activities and
initiatives .Pictured right are(LR) Melissa Barr Snider 'll,

Kelly J. Chase to Jon F. Mitchell
on June 13,1990

Susan Heitkamp to James Christ"
man on May 19, 1990.

Michael A. Neubig to Caroline
M. Rieser on July 7, 1990.

Wade Vance ’47, Alumni

Coordinator Greg Johnson
(standing), David Allaman
’30, Edna Smith Zech ’33,
Bill Evans '56 (at podium),
and Qrace Burdge Augspurger ’39. Others who attended include Harold Augspurger
'41, Norman Dohn '43, Denton Elliott '31,Craig Qifford '51, Robert Knight '28
Margaret Lloyd Trent '65 and William Freeman’57. Representing the College were
Joanne VanSant, vice president for Student Affairs and dean of students, and Jack Pietila '62, director of Development.
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Victoria L. Sherer tojoseph A.
Trapp on July 21, 1990.

Rachel Von Seggern to James
Schmitz on June 30, 1990.

DEATHS

Missionary Doctor Dies in Puerto Rico

Former member of the Otterbein Col
lege staff Josephine G. Skeetes,
Oct. 3, 1990, Columbus, Ohio. She
had served as secretary to three presi
dents of the College. She had been an
active member of the Church of the
Master United Methodist in Wester
ville, Westerville Garden Club,
Westerville Historical Society, Otter
bein Women’s Club, and the Colum
bus Coterie Club. Skaates is survived
by son and daughter-in-law William
'SB and Marilyn Skaates.

der Memorial Hospital where he had served as medical director for 30 years. Dr.
Smith graduated from Otterbein in 1933 and received a bachelor of science degree
from the College in 1938. He earned a master of divinity degree from United Semi
nary in Dayton, and his medical degree from The Ohio State University.
Smith served as a missionary doctor and medical director of Ryder Memorial
Hospital until 1976. In 1963 the Council for Health and Welfare of the United
Church of Christ presented him with a plaque for his service in the ministry of diakonia. In 1975 he received the Medico del Ano of Puerto Rico.
Smith was named distinguished alumnus of Otterbein College in 1964 and in
1977 was awarded a doctor of humanities degree.He received the special achieve
ment award from the College of Medicine at The Ohio State University in 1986.
In 1987, the Health and Welfare Council of the United Church of Christ named
him trustee of the year at its national meeting in New Orleans. Dr. Smith is sur
vived by his wife, Virginia Norris Smith '36, sons and daughters-in-law, and
sisters Edna Smith Zech '33 and Ella B. Smith Teedtman '36.

1919

Gladys Swlgart, July 29, 1990,
Judson Nursing Home, Cleveland.
Swigart retired in 1962 from Oberlin
College where she had been director of
residences and dining halls since 1934.
She was a member of Epworth Euclid
United Methodist Church and the
Cleveland Council on World Affairs.
She enjoyed trips sponsored by the
Council, including a trip around the
world in 1973.

John A. Smith '33 died September 14, 1990 in Humacao, Puerto Rico, at Ry

principal in 1939. He served in that
capacity for 21 years. From 1960 to
1967 he was principal for Wilson Jun
ior High and was the director of Juve
nile Court. Cox is survived by wife
Martha, son Larry, brother Stewart
^35, and three grandchildren which
include Shari Cox Goodwin '86
and Gregory '^88.

Mary Viola Priest Menko, June

Emily Arnold Senefff, June 8,

14, 1990, Lakeland, Fla. Menke is sur
vived by daughte, Barbara Menke
Klein.

1990, Pueblo, Colo. Seneff was pre
ceded in death by husband John
'23. She is survived by son Gordon.

Cleveland.

1922

1924
Konneth P. Priest, Jan. 27, 1990,
Westerville. Priest taught in the Co
lumbus Public School for 41 years. He
is survived by wife Hazel, daughter and
son-in-law. Marguerite and Robert
Rosenstoel '49, daughter
Meredith Priest Neff '66, and
son David K. '50.

1926

Lester B. Cox, May 10, 1990, New
ark, Ohio. Cox entered Otterbein
when he was 16 years old and had the
distinction of being the youngest stu
dent to graduate from the College. He
was a member of Sigma Delta Phi.
During his senior year he was the man
ager of the basketball team. Cox began
his teaching career with the Newark
City Schools after graduation and was
named Central Junior High School

Paul Upson, March 10, 1990,

1929
We have received word on the death
of Dorothy Phillips Hydorn.

1930
Rachel Brant, Sept. 22, 1990.
Elsie Bennett Byers, July 15,
1990, Westerville. Mrs. Byers taught
school for 27 years in Ohio and Ken
tucky. She was preceded in death by
husband Waldo '28. Byers is sur
vived by her children, sister Mary
Bennett Green '2T, and brother

Harry A. Simmermacher, July
25, 1990, Everett, Wash. Simmerma
cher retired in 1973 from Everett
Community College where he taught
chemistry. He is survived by wife
Marian.

1931

Kathleen Hancock Runk, March
10, 1990, Harrisburg, Pa. Runk taught
school in the Philipsburg School Dis
trict for several years, where she
coached and refereed basketball. She
retired in 1975 from the Central Dau
phin School District. She was a mem
ber of the Paxton Presbyterian
Church. Runk is survived by her chil
dren.

1932

Jennie Reay Broughton, Nov.
15, 1989. Broughton is survived by
daughter Jean Foster.

1937

Jeanette White Miller, Oct. 7,
1990, Lancaster, Ohio. Miller was a re
tired Fairfield County School teacher.
She is survived by husband Berlin,
daughter Frances, and sister Eliza

beth White Oyler '27.

William Bennett '25.
Ruth C. Frees, Sept. 24, 1990.
Frees is survived by brothers Paul
'35 and Louis, and sisters Gladys
Frees Morrison '32 and Mabel L.
Warstler.

1942

Lillian Bale Roof, June 28,1990,
Jacksonville, Fla.

1943

Dortha Sickler Lockhart, August
13, 1990, Orlando, Fla. Lockhart was a
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member of Epsilon Kappa Tau Soror
ity. She is survived by husband Merl.

1944
Donald E. King, Aug. 13, 1990,
Colorado Springs. King had been a
professional mediator, court referee
and university administrator. He was
regional director of the National Con
ference of Christians and Jews in Den
ver. He then became the administrator
of the Colorado Springs Center, now
the University of Colorado at Colo
rado Springs. Among his affiliations
were the American Civil Liberties Un
ion, the Urban League, Pikes Peak Le
gal Services and various mediator or
ganizations. He was a trustee of the
Unitarian Universalist Association of
North America for eight years and an
active member of All Souls Unitarian
Church for 40 years. King is survived
by wife Jessie M., and brother H.

Wendell King '48.

1945
Ray B. Hughes, June 9, 1990, Co
lumbus. Rev. Hughes served as pastor
of the Kline Memorial and Pleasant
Hill Churches, Enterprise, several
churches in Columbus, Cincinnati,
Zanesville, Portsmouth and Blanchester. He was a member of Mingo
Lodge 171, F.&lA.M.; Logan Chapter
75, R.A.M; and Hock-Hocking Coun-

Ever wonder how
many Otterbein
alumni are living in
your state?
Whether your state is blissful or
euphoric, we know many of you
wonder about the whereabouts
of fellow alumni because we are
asked that question all the time.
So here’s the census according
to Otterbein.
Please direct any other ques
tions of a similar nature to Greg
Johnson, Alumni Relations Co
ordinator, Otterbein College,
Westerville, Ohio 43081. We
will try to answer them for you
here in Towers.

cil 39. Hughes is survived by wife
Loma and sons Phil and Greg.

Ella Jane Alexander O'Grady,
June 9, 1990, Rapid City, S.D. While
attending Otterbein, O’Grady was the
secretary of the Quiz and Quill Club
from 1943 to 1945. After graduation
she went to Washington, D.C., where
she was a translator of French, Span
ish, Portuguese and Italian for the de
partment of the Navy. She is survived
by husband William.

1947

Dorothy Hendorson Bellware,
June 10, 1990, Metucken, N.J. Bellware is survived by daughter Jean Bellware-Lewis.

Jeanne Bllger Gross, Aug. 26,
1990, Westerville. Gross formerly
taught for the Westerville school sys
tem and had been an adjunct professor
at Nova University in Miami. She was
a member of the Church of the Master
United Methodist in Westerville.
Gross is survived by husband, V.
Dean Gross '49, two children,
and sister Kay Bilger Waggamon
'55.

active in the Stow Presbyterian
Church, garden club and the Munroe
Falls Historical Society. She is sur
vived by her children, mother and sis
ter Evo Miller Farrell '57.

1961

Jacob H. Elberffeld, June 26,
1990, Marysville, Ohio. Elberfeld at
tended medical school at The Ohio
State University. A former staff doctor
and general surgeon with Union
County Memorial, he worked for the
Community Medical Center in Mar
ion, Ohio. He was a member of the
Trinity Lutheran Church and an assis
tant scout master for Troop #101, all
of Marysville. He is survived by wife
Kathy, and mother Mary Beth
Hansel Elberfeld '54 of Wester
ville, sister and brother-in-law Sara
'61 and David Deever '61.

1962

Alan C. Ford, March 14, 1989,
Cape Coral, Fla. Ford was a retired ad
ministrator for the Ohio Department
of Health. He was a member of the
Shelby, Ohio, Lodge No. 350,
F.&A.M. Ford is survived by wife
Carolyn.

1959

Dawn Miller Bishop, Aug. 10,
1990, Munroe Falls, Ohio. Bishop was

Alberta..................... ....1
Alaska...................... ..18
Alabama................... ..27
Arkansas................... ..12
Arizona..................... 108
British Columbia..... ....9
California................. .404
Colorado...................120
Connecticut............ ...66
District of Columbia ..15
Delaware................. ...20
Florida..................... .511
Georgia.................... .105
Hawaii..................... ...21
Iowa......................... ...24
Idaho....................... .... 7
Illinois..................... .144
Indiana.................... .156
Kansas..................... ...32
Kentucky ................. ...83

Louisiana.....................23
Massachusetts............. 93
Manitoba....................... 1
Maryland................... 133
Maine.......................... 27
Michigan...................243
Minnesota...................42
Missouri.......................47
Mississippi................... 10
Montana........................ 6
North Carolina.........114
North Dakota................5
New Hampshire.........20
New Jersey................. 120
New Mexico............... 42
Nova Scotia..................1
Nevada........................ 15
New York..................282
Ohio.......................8,121
Oklahoma................... 19

Ontario........................ 11
Oregon........................ 26
Pennsylvania............ 480
Quebec.......................... 1
Puerto Rico...................3
Rhode Island...............14
South Carolina........... 42
South Dakota................4
Saskatchewan................2
Tennessee....................67
Texas......................... 214
Utah.............................. 9
Virginia..................... 192
Vermont...................... 13
Washington.................75
Wisconsin....................42
West Virginia............. 68
Wyoming....................... 7
Foreign Countries..... 82

Don’t bother counting—we’ve infiltrated 50 states, one district, one commonwealth, seven
provinces and 32 foreign countries. And we’re 12,599 strong.
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AFTEIWORD
THE HASSLES
WITH TASSELS
ileen Thomas was enlisted into employment at Otterbein in 1965 when dean

E

of students Joanne VanSant was looking for a few good residence hall direc
tors. Mrs. T, as she was known during her tour of duty at the College, was assigned a
hazardous mission—to serve as head resident of the women’s dorm, which turned
out to be Hanby, Mayne and King (for a brief spell) Halls over the years.
Mrs. T accumulated many memories during her ten-year stay at the College
while she earned a reputation for being strict but fair (“They thought I had micro
phones in the potted plants”), and always ready with a wisecrack (ask her “girls”
about her “orthopedic underwear”) or a Kleenex (“I used to stock up on them at
Schottenstein’s”).
One of her memories centers around that annual ritual of pomp and circum
stance commencement. Those were the days when the ceremonies included a pro
cession which started at the Campus Center, with faculty and graduating seniors in
appropriate garb, and ended at Memorial Stadium where the speeches were made,
diplomas were awarded, and tears were invariably shed. It was before the days of the
Rike Center and the now-familiar hooding rite, symbolic of the graduate’s comple
tion of studies*. As Mrs. T recounts, during her Otterbein years other traditions
symbolized the student’s rite of passage, but they weren’t always appreciated by fel
low spectators.
“The year was 1966 and I was attending my first Otterbein commencement. I
was seated in the bleachers with parents and families.
“As the graduates stepped on stage to receive their diplomas from the president,
he in turn, while handing each of them their awards for four years of achievement
and hard work, reached up and rearranged the tassel on each student’s mortar board
by flipping it to the other side. At the time, I didn’t understand the significance of
this procedure, but down in the recesses of my mind it occurred to me that it meant
Tm out of here!’
“Suddenly, from the seat behind me, and with utter disgust in his voice, a man
(whom 1 can only assume was a parent) expressed the following statement, ‘Well,
can you believe after four years and all the expense of educating your children, not
one of those graduates had their hats on correctly! The president had to redo every
single one of their tassels!’ ”

Eileen Thomas Bames currently resides in Euclid, Ohio and loves to share her Otterbein
memories, of which there are many.
*At that time, the hooding ceremony was held at the baccalaureate services.
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Otterbein
Otterbein College Scheduled Alumni Events
Chicago-December 16, 1990

Phoenix-January 20, 1991

San Diego-January 18, 1991

Tuscon-January 21, 1991

Los Angeles- January 19, 1991

Washington- February 5, 1991

Alumni Weekend - June 14^15, 1991
Individual Class Reunions- Saturday, June 15
1986

1976

1971

1966

1961

1956

1951

1946

1941 Golden Class Reunion

Members of reunion classes will receive information on Alumni Weekend
throughout the year* If you are not a member of a reunion class
and would like information on Alumni Weekend, please write to
Greg Johnson, Alumni Relations, Otterbein College, Westerville, Ohio 4308 L

Class of 1981Remember your 10th Renunion will be held at
Homecoming, October 19, 1991.

Towers

Otterbein College
Westerville, OH 43081

